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Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 24th January 2019 

in Grundisburgh Village Hall 

 

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations. 

 

Present: - Messrs. S Barnett (in the Chair), Mrs.A.Willetts, G.Caryer, D.Higgins, J.Lapsley, P.Kendall, 

Mr.R.Youngman, Mrs J Bignell, P.Franklin, and 67 members of the public. 

 

1.  Apologies for absence       Mr.W.Barber, Mr & Mrs.Waltham, Mr J Ager (Clerk), County Cllr Mr Fryatt. 

 

2.  To receive members declarations of interest.    No interests were declared. 

 

3.  Opening remarks.     

Mrs.Willetts explained that the Final Draft Local Plan has now been published by Suffolk Coastal District 

Council for consultation  until  5.00pm on 25th February, 2019.   It updates the previously consulted draft 

affecting Grundisburgh by removing the site allocation of c50 houses off Ipswich Road, which we had objected 

to in August with a previously unconsidered site at Chapel Field for c70 houses. Only the original site had been 

shown on SCDC policy maps for Grundisburgh. This change was in effect a last minute change without 

consultation. 

All representations must be submitted to the Government now who will appoint an Inspector to consider the 

SCDC Policy document. 

 

The timetable is March 2019 – submission to Govt / June 2019 Inspector begins Examination hearings / October 

2019 Inspector publishes report (Approved poss with amendments or rejected) / December 2019 East Suffolk 

DC to adopt the Local Plan (if Approved) 

 

We all now have an opportunity to discuss with SCDC officers aspects of the Plan and get their advice on how 

to best make representations via a series of drop-in sessions to which all are welcome. These are at Melton 30 

Jan / Felixstowe 4 Feb & Saxmundham 6 Feb. 

It is Anns intention to make the most of those sessions and prepare a case on the grounds of non consultation of 

the Chapel field site. 

 

 

4.  Public Open Forum – relating to item 5    Mr.Barnett proposed seconded by Mr.Kendall, to unanimous 

approval, that the formal meeting be temporarily suspended and members of the public invited to address the 

meeting.     

 

Members of the public raised the following issues  

• Are normal objections possible and relevant (given this is the first time re this site).             AW – 

Advice will be taken how to complete form to make sure we can put the case fully 

• Can a “Model” response be prepared and circulated for others to use?   AW – Yes 

• Can an e-mail response do                AW – No the form has to be completed 

• What about raising previous sites in early drafts?         AW – Not particularly but reference to retaining 

built up boundary important 

• Chapel Road access seems the prime issue with this site 

• Plan also seems to assume no capacity at Farlingaye School to spots at a new school. 

• Highways had objected to Chapel Field being the site of a new Village Hall in 2006 because of access 

difficulties. 

• Access to Chapel Rd via Park Rd unsuitable for increased traffic 

• Given previous access concerns have SCDC consulted highways over this site? 

• Chapel Rd would need widening and footpaths 

• Why is District Cllr not here               SB – Mr Fryatt Apology is recorded but he does not feel his 

presence would be helpful in the circumstances, given his role in the Plan 

• Mr Fryatt previous statement was “if you don’t want it you won’t get it” so how does that stand with 

this? 

• Can we get legal support (to help draft Council response)          AW – Developers have advisors so we 

might do so 

• Some with legal connections offer help 
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Public Open Forum – relating to item 5 cont... 

• Write to MP – that might help.          AW – time is an issue which might mean that less effective this 

time 

• Who is responsible for infrastructure               RY – NHS / County Council and others. 

• See what meeting at SCDC leads and have faith in AW 

• Grundisburgh is seen as a large village hence being listed for development (based of presence of shops 

/ school etc) 

• Is there a document specifying what consultation has to be carried out to consider a site, so we can 

object if it hasn’t been done? 

• What about the village boundary extension 

• GCPC has had developments in recent past (Ablitts Meadow and Felgate Way) as well as infill so we 

have been co-operative 

• Poss suggested alternative access via Park Lane nr Scout Hut 

• What about other alternative sites   AW – That would require a Neighbourhood Plan and several years 

• During the last Local Plan period we had 45 homes built in total 

• Suggestions for paying for legal advice if required 

• A straw poll held to assess public support for funding of advice – overwhelming support. 

 

 

Responses  

5.  To formulate the Parish Council’s response to Suffolk Coastal District Council 

 

Following the discussions which took place as part of the last item it was Proposed that the draft suggested be 

tidied up and circulated to all GCDC members by the Chairman and assuming subsequent agreement that would 

be the Policy of GCDC.  

Proposal to seek advice from SCDC 

Take professional advice if required 

Draft response and ensure maximum publicity for that so others can use parts for personal replies 

Encourage max response from villagers 

 

After further discussion and noting comments made by residents in the Public Open Session Mr.Higgins 

proposed & seconded by Mrs.Willetts that the Chairman to draft a tidied motion stating this and circulate to all 

members seeking their agreement of that outcome.                 

 

Meeting closed     21.16 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Below is e-mail drafted 22.51 the same night 

Draft motion from tonight for confirmation by those present: 

 

Grundisburgh Parish Council will: 

(a) Seek advice at the SCDC event on our best means of making our responses to the plan; 

(b) Depending on the above seek professional advice as required; 

(c) Draft our response and publicise it within the village; 

(d) Encourage response from the village. 

 

[The intent being to hold a Public Meeting IF there is a meaningful time and purpose and to encourage others to 

respond directly to the consultation.] 

 

No disagreements received and seven supportive messages [DH / SB / AW / PK / GC / JL / RY] 

 

 

 

 


