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 Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 

Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Council held on the 14th September, 2020  

 

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations. 

 

This meeting was held in accordance with Local Authorities and Police & Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 

(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police & Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 

 

Participants: - Messrs. S.Barnett, B.Cook, A.Dunnett, J.Dunnett,  P.Franklin, D.Higgins, P.Kendall (in the 

Chair), J.Lapsley,  Mrs.J.Bignell, Mrs.A.Willetts District Councillor C Hedgley and 3 members of the public 

 

The Chairman announced that because of the intense interest and detailed scrutiny regarding three proposed 

financial resolutions scheduled for this meeting (Item 8) these will now not be discussed at today’s meeting, but 

instead referred for discussion to the Finance Committee who can then make appropriate recommendations to 

the next Parish Council meeting. This will give all concerned time to come to calm and considered judgements.    
 

1.   Apologies for absence   No apologies were received. 

 

2.   Declarations of Interest     Mrs.Bignell,  Mrs.Willetts, Mr.Cook and  Mr.Kendall declared a Local Non-

Pecuniary Interest in Village Hall matters 

 

3.   Minutes - The minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on the 15th June, 2020  had been circulated and 

were therefore taken as read.   Mr.J.Dunnett requested that his apologies for absence should be removed from 

the minutes as he considered he had been excluded from the meeting as he had no access to a computer. 

It was proposed by Mr.Barnett seconded by Mrs.Bignell that these minutes, after amendment, be signed by the 

Chairman as a true record.     Approved   9 members voting for -  none against.  Mr.J.Dunnett abstained.   

 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4.   Public Open Forum   It was proposed by Mr.Kendall seconded by Mrs.Willetts to unanimous approval, 

that the formal meeting be suspended, and members of the public invited to address the meeting 

The following issues were raised: 

• A request that planning application numbers and background information be published in a leaflet to 

assist members of the public in commenting on the applications to develop Chapel Field. The News 

Group, Facebook and the Parish Council Website should also be used to disseminate this information 

• The County Council Highways Department have not responded to numerous requests for a site meeting 

to discuss the renovation of the verge in Meeting Lane. 

 

5.   County Councillor’s Report       No report 

   

6.   District Councillor’s Report  

District Councillor Colin Hedgley’s  report is appended to these minutes as Appendix “A” 

 

7.   East Suffolk Council’s Local Plan – Chapel Field development 

The Parish Council’s response to the Main Modifications to Policy SCLP12.52:Land to the West of Chapel 

Road, Grundisburgh  with a letter to the landowner Lord Cranworth are appended to these minutes as  

Appendix “B”. 

 

Mrs.Willetts reported that Hopkins Homes submitted two planning application to East Suffolk Council on the 

26th August 2020 for Chapel Field. 

Hopkins Homes DC/20/3362/FUL and Armstrong Rigg Planning submitted DC/20/3284/FUL    

Full Planning Permission for the erection of 80 dwellings, including affordable dwellings, together with public 

open space, roads, accesses, parking, garages, drainage and associated infrastructure  Land West Side Of Chapel 

Road Grundisburgh Suffolk 
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8.   Financial Matters 

8.1  Financial Resolutions The Chairman expressed his displeasure at the tone and content of a message 

circulated to all councillors by Councillors D.Higgins and P.Franklin regarding the three financial resolutions 

originally scheduled for this meeting.    It contained phrases and observations  which he felt were wrong and 

deeply offensive.    

Mr.Higgins rebutted the Chairmen’s remarks and said that he had fundamental disagreements only with the 

Chairman and not his fellow councillors. 

 

8.2  Letters of thanks received 

Grundisburgh Baptist Church 

Disability Advice Service 

Lighthouse 

 

8.3  Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time 

Mr.R.Fletcher      £160.00  Village Green Grass Cutting 

Mr.J.Dunnett        £79.04  Millennium Meadow – Picnic Bench 

       £224.88  Allotment – Entrance gate 

Suffolk Cloud      £110.00  Website hosting 2020/2021 

SALC         £27.00  Payroll Service 

       £543.78  Subscription 2020/2021 

Citizens Advice Bureau       £50.00 Donation  

Disability Advice Service       £50.00 Donation  

East Anglian Air Ambulance    £100.00 Donation  

Lighthouse        £25.00 Donation  

Suffolk Accident Rescue Service    £100.00 Donation  

Fynn Lark News      £100.00 St. Botolph’s Benefice Magazine  

Suffolk Family Carers       £50.00 Donation  

Suffolk Wildlife Trust       £75.00 Donation  

St.Botolph’s PCC      £195.00 Grant towards cost of maintaining church yard  

St.Mary’s PCC      £640.00 Grant towards cost of maintaining church yard  

Grundisburgh Baptist Church    £195.00 Grant towards cost of maintaining church yard  

Youth Club      £600.00 Grant 

Mr.J. Ager                                           £513.05 Clerk’s Salary April-May 2020 

                      £46.50 Clerk’s Expenses 13/01/2020 – 28/02/2020 

                                                              £90.96 HP Laser Printer Toners (4) 

HM Revenue & Customs                   £128.20 Income Tax 

Suffolk Coastal Norse      £57.70 St Mary’s Church Wheeled Bin Waste Service   

Vertas Group Ltd     £216.72 Playingfield Grass Cutting 

Anglia Water Business (National) Ltd   £4.42 Allotment water charges 

Mr.R.Fletcher     £160.00  Village Green Grass Cutting 

Holmes Plant & Construction   £960.00  Village Green Stream – removal of silt 

 

It was proposed by Mr.Kendall seconded by Mrs.Willetts that these  payments be ratified. Approved  9 members 

approved – none against.   Mr.J.Dunnett abstained as he disapproved of the cost of removing silt from the 

village stream.  The Clerk pointed out that the cost included £160 VAT which was recoverable. 

 

8.4  Emergency payments made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders 

William Barber    £125.00  Assistance with virtual Meeting held on the 15th June 

Trustees of Grundisburgh Parish Rooms   £64.00  Room Hire   

Mr.D.J.Ruse    £537.60  Village Green Bus Shelter Repairs 

Mr.R.Fletcher                 £160.00  Village Green Grass Cutting 

Anglia Water Business (National) Ltd    £9.70   Allotment water charges - June 

Mr.P.Franklin      £65.97  Benches & Millennium Meadow wood treatments 

Vertas Group Ltd    £216.72  Playing Field Grass Cutting 01/07/20 – 30/09/20 

Mr.R.Fletcher      £80.00  Village Green Grass Cutting - July  

                                                                        £120.00   War Memorial hedge cutting 

Anglia Water Business (National) Ltd           £108.09   Allotment water charges 
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Financial Matters cont... 

8.5  Other payments requiring approval 

Mr.J.Ager               £1,026.10  Clerk’s Salary June - September  

      £107.03  Clerk’s Expenses June- September  

HM Revenue & Customs    £256.40  Income Tax 

Mr.G.Caryer         £7.50  Millennium Meadow Expenses 

      £145.00  Insurance – Grundisburgh Conservation Group   

Thurlow Nunn Standen Ltd   £600.00  Tennis Club Grant – Hedge cutting equipment 

Mr.R.Fletcher                  £240.00  Village Green Grass Cutting – August 

Business Services at CAS Ltd   £260.68  Insurance – Parish Council 

Mr.J.Ager                                                           £80.00  Donation – Royal British Legion 

 

It was proposed by Mr.Kendall seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to unanimous approval, that these  payments be made.  

 

8.6  Account Balances as at 14th September, 2020   

Business Tracker Account         £62.62 

Current Account   £19,821.74        

Post Office Investment account £21,221.71  

VAT to claim        £543.41         

TOTAL    £41,649.48                                             

 

8.6  Budget Report    attached. 

 

9.  2020 Annual Parish Meeting 

It was agreed at the last Council Meeting held on the 15th June that the Council should defer any decision until 

the current restrictions on holding public gatherings indoors are lifted. 

It was unanimously agreed that an Annual Parish Meeting should not be held this year. 

 

10. Planning Report     

Mrs.Willetts report is appended to these minutes as Appendix “C”      

 

10.1  Resolution - Draft Planning Policy Statement  

Mrs.Willetts  proposed seconded by Mr.Kendall, to unanimous approval,  that the Parish Council should adopt 

the revised Planning Policy Statement (see Appendix “D”) circulated by the Planning Sub Committee to 

councillors prior to the meeting.  

 

10.2  Footpath 20    Mrs.Willetts said that Playing Field Management Committee were opposed to the footpath 

on the north edge of the field being provided with a permanent impermeable surface as part of the proposed 

development of Chapel Field. 

  
10.3  Dog Inn   Replying to a question from Mr.John Dunnett Mrs.Willetts said as a Gazebo is a temporary 

structure as such it would not need planning permission. 
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11. Village Hall Management Committee Report   Mr.Ben Cook reported. 

• A new Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) has been approved and was created on the 

       3rd August, 2020. 

• The new Village Hall  site is being registered with the Land Registry by Ashton Solicitors. 

• A Topographical Survey has been undertaken and a 3 phase power connection has been booked with 

UK Networks.  

• £30,000 has been received in grants following spending £5,000 on Charity Fundraising Ltd.  A 

response from the majority of grant giving bodies is awaited.  

• The Management Committee has agreed to spend another £4,000 seeking grants of another £50,000. 

• Bank Accounts are now “on line” enabling bills to be paid quickly.  New accounts for the new CIO are 

being set up with Lloyds. 

• Informal approval has been given by East Suffolk Council to Alt 3a plans devised as a variation on 

Monks Eleigh Village Hall.  Drawings are being prepared by the Architects for submission of minor 

change of consent. 

• Talks have been held with a number of potential  partners about buying the existing site and  

        constructing a new hall  as a single package and the Committee hopes that it has found a good partner.  

        Nothing is certain as yet on timing and costs. 

• Work is continuing on reopening the old hall but has been delayed further by the recent restriction of 

public gatherings to six people. 

 

In answering questions from councillors Mr.Cook said that the design of the new hall was a “tweaked” version 

of Monks Eleigh Village Hall increasing the size by 9 sqm.   The new design reduced the complexity of the 

building reducing the cost.   All options to reduce the carbon footprint of the building, including solar panels, 

are being investigated. 

 

12. Footpaths & Environment Committee Report  

• A Committee Meeting had been held on the 1st September.   The minutes had been circulated to 

councillors. 

• Mrs.Bignell agreed to make arrangements for the installation of a Christmas Tree on the Village Green. 

• Mr.David Ruse, following a survey of the bus shelters carried out by the Committee, had been asked to 

give an estimate of the cost of necessary repairs. 

• Mr.J.Dunnett proposed that the responsibility of maintain the village bus shelters should be the 

responsibility of the Roads & Transport Committee. 

 

13. Roads and Transport Committee Report     No report 

 

14. To Receive reports from Council Representatives to other organisations 

• Playing Field   Mr.Caryer’s report is appended to these minutes as Appendix “E” 

• SALC              Mr.Barnett will be unable to attend the next East Suffolk South Area Forum on the    : 

23rd September and asked if a councillor could deputise would they please contact him.   

 

15. To appoint a Parish Council Representative to the Parish Rooms Trustees 

Mrs.Willetts proposed seconded by Mrs.Bignell, to unanimous approval, that Mr. Allen Dunnett be appointed 

Parish Council representative on the Parish Rooms Board of Trustees. 

 

16.  Public Open Forum  

It was proposed by Mr.Kendall seconded by Mrs.Willetts to unanimous approval, that the formal meeting be 

suspended, and members of the public invited to address the meeting 

The following issues were raised: 

• Due to the Pandemic Grundisburgh Scouts will be unable to carry out their usual Christmas Card 

delivery service or organise a -firework display this year. 
 
17.  Any other business        The next scheduled Council Meeting will be held on the 9th November, 2020 

 

18.  Items for the next meeting    No items were requested for the next meeting. 
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Appendix “A” 
District Councillors Report  to Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council September 2020  

 

Cllr Colin Hedgley     

Cllr Tony Fryatt 

 

Simplified parking tariffs to be rolled out 

Following a delay caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, East Suffolk Council will now begin rolling out 

new parking tariffs across the district - including a simplified pricing structure and free half hour 

parking across a number of sites.  

Reducing over 50 different price points to just three or four main ticket types across the district, the new price 

structure will see prices reduced or frozen in over 70% of cases.  Additionally, the council has introduced 30 

minutes free parking in a number of car parks to support people who have told us that they make regular short 

visits. This will also support local businesses who will benefit from drivers making quick turnarounds in our 

car parks. 

East Suffolk Council will introduce the new tariffs in a staggered roll out, with signs erected to indicate the 

new charges, starting in Bungay on Monday 24 August. The roll out will then continue through the district 

across the next few weeks. 

Cllr Norman Brooks, East Suffolk’s cabinet member for Transport, said: “Our new tariffs have been led by the 

data we have received from historical parking information and we are determined to make the process as 

simple and reasonable as possible. We know that the range of different charges has been inconsistent, and we 

also know that the tariffs to date have not necessarily suited the vast majority of people who park in our towns. 

“The prices for longer stays remain competitive and our data tells us that around 75% of all users will pay just 

£1 or £1.50 for a two-hour stay. These changes are not about making money – in fact, we will not be making a 

penny of additional revenue from them, with more than 70% of tariff levels reduced or stay the same for a 

two-hour visit. This is about continuing to invest in improving the parking experience in East Suffolk, making 

it easier for everyone.”  

East Suffolk Council is also continuing to make the best use of technology to improve services by making 

them more efficient, and has seen an increase of 129% on contactless payments in its car parks as visitors take 

advantage of the simple RingGo app to park with ease and confidence. 

 

Available in all East Suffolk’s car parks, RingGo is a quick and easy to use mobile phone service which lets 

people pay for their parking with a credit or debit card, via an app, rather than using cash at the machine. This 

means that drivers no longer need to queue at the machine or handle cash to pay for their parking. 

Whilst there used to be a convenience fee of 20p to use the app, East Suffolk Council covers this cost, so 

drivers do not get charged extra for using this payment option. There is however a small extra charge if drivers 

choose to opt in to receive SMS reminders, of when you time is running out. 

 

To register with RingGo and go contactless, go to https://ringgo.co.uk/.  

 

Parking management moved from the police to East Suffolk Council in April 2020, to improve parking locally 

and tackle nuisance and unlawful parking, enabling the Council to address the parking problems that are 

affecting communities the most. 

Cllr Brooks continues: “Our role is to support local communities and manage parking demand by enforcing 

existing regulations and ensuring there are parking opportunities for residents and visitors alike. Key to this is 

tackling inconsiderate and illegal parking which can impact on businesses as well as pose a danger to other 

road users and pedestrians.” 

Alongside this, the Council also reviewed how it administrated on-street parking permits, exemptions and 

dispensations. As a result of this, a new digital system has been put in place, enabling residents and others to 

apply for and manage permits online. The system also recognises valid permits from a vehicle’s registration 

number, meaning that permit holders will no longer need to remember to display their permits.  

For more details, go to https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/visitors/parking-services/parking-places 

and www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/visitors/parking-services/permits-exemptions-and-dispensations/. 

 

 

https://ringgo.co.uk/
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/visitors/parking-services/parking-places
http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/visitors/parking-services/permits-exemptions-and-dispensations/
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Extraordinary Full Council Meeting 

An extraordinary meeting of the full council took place on the 3rd September and was live streamed on the ESC 

You Tube channel.The debate was regarding the “DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER FOR EDF ENERGY 

/ SZC CO. SIZEWELL C NEW NUCLEAR POWER STATION – RESPONSE OF EAST SUFFOLK 

COUNCIL – DRAFT RELEVANT REPRESENTATION” 

The Councils recommendations are:- 

1. That Council endorses and supports the Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Economic Development in 

conjunction with the Head of Planning and Coastal Management, in seeking delegated authority from Cabinet at 

its meeting on the 21 September 2020 in order to: 

I. Be able to respond promptly to requests for information and documents during the Development Consent 

Order process for the Sizewell C proposal including representing the Council/authorising technical officers to 

represent the Council at Hearings; and 

II. Be authorised to deal with post consent discharging of requirements and monitoring and mitigation (Section 

106). 

2. That Council recommends that the draft Relevant Representation be; i)endorsed as a work in progress ii)  

considered by the Deputy Leader Cabinet Member for Economic Development and the Head of Planning and 

Coastal Management, along with any updates/revisions to the said document, as detailed in the discussions at 

the meeting, iii)reported for consideration by Cabinet on the 21 September 2020, along with the 

updates/revisions and discussions at the meeting, when it agrees the formal Relevant Representation submission. 

 

It is important to remember that the decision to build or not is with the Government, not ESC. But if it is built 

then we must be ready to take advantage of opportunities and also to press for mitigation for anything that 

affects us detrimentally. 

Remember to bin it.  

Residents and visitors spending time at East Suffolk’s beaches, open spaces and countryside are being urged to 

dispose of their rubbish responsibly. 

With the holidays still continuing, East Suffolk Council is encouraging people to use the bins provided at 

beaches, parks and other popular open spaces in the district. There has been an unfortunate increase in littering 

in recent months and to tackle this problem, East Suffolk Norse have installed additional waste bins in popular 

areas and are emptying all litter bins more frequently. 

However, people are reminded that their rubbish is their responsibility and are asked to help keep East Suffolk 

beautiful, by disposing of their rubbish either in the nearest litter bin or if there is not a bin, or the bin is already 

full, by taking it home. People are also asked not to leave rubbish beside bins which although well meaning, is 

still a form of littering. 

Cllr James Mallinder, East Suffolk Council’s cabinet member for the Environment said: “There is no excuse for 

littering; it is unnecessary, unpleasant and frankly unsightly. Like many parts of the country, East Suffolk has 

seen an increase in littering recently and we are doing all we can, such as installing additional bins and emptying 

them more frequently, to tackle the issue. However, we need residents and visitors to play their part too. 

“As well as being unsightly, litter is harmful to wildlife and the environment. It is also important to remember 

that litter does not stay where it is dropped; it can easily get into our seas and watercourses, endangering marine 

life and ultimately ending up in the food chain. 

“Small actions make a big difference and if everyone takes responsibility for their own rubbish when out and 

about, we can all work together to help keep East Suffolk safe and beautiful.” 

As well as installing additional bins across the district, East Suffolk Council has worked with Aldeburgh Town 

Council to review the litter bins provided in Aldeburgh. To deter pests and gulls from removing waste from 

bins, and to prevent rubbish being blown out, any open top or ‘flip top’ style bins have been replaced with larger 

bins. The Council is also piloting bins for recycling, with compartments for both general waste and recyclables 

which encourage people to make the right choice in disposing of their rubbish. 
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Residents are also encouraged to get involved in both the Marine Conservation Society’s Great British Beach 

Clean, which runs from 18 to 25 September and Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British September Clean, which runs 

from 11 to 27 September. 

More details about how to organise a small, socially distanced beach clean or private litter pick can be found 

at www.mcsuk.org and www.keepbritaintidy.org 

Due to coronavirus restrictions, East Suffolk Norse are currently unable to loan litter picking equipment 

however bags can be provided, and bagged litter can be collected from a pre-agreed collection point. For more 

details, please contact 0345 040 2020. 

Work on a new seafront eatery has started. 

Work on a new café/restaurant in the heart of Felixstowe’s South Seafront has now started. – bringing a new 

exciting resort experience to the area. Local building company, Barnes Construction, started work on the new 

landmark building on Monday 24 August, with the development estimated to be completed in summer 2021. 

The Dedham Boathouse Group will be taking on the on running of the new eatery once it is ready to open, 

offering indoor and outdoor dining with unspoilt views of the sea. 

Cllr Craig Rivett, East Suffolk’s Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Economic Development, said:  

“Felixstowe is getting national recognition as one of the top seaside destinations in the country and as we 

hopefully begin to emerge from the coronavirus impact, providing much needed new facilities will be important. 

“This is a very exciting time for Barnes Construction and the Dedham Boathouse Group to come in and play an 

active part in the resurgence of Felixstowe. 

“The striking design of the building is based around strong coastal themes and sympathetically balances its 

sensitive location, while also being an iconic visual draw to the area. Not only will it provide a new resort 

experience, attracting both local people and visitors, it will also support economic growth and provide new 

employment opportunities. 

“The South Seafront has undergone significant redevelopment in recent years and East Suffolk Council has 

invested a lot in revitalising the area. We believe it is vital that we continue to build on this investment and 

create developments that benefits local businesses and people as well as visitors to the area.” 

The development is part of a bigger project of ongoing investments in the South Seafront area, where the 

Martello Park has already delivered new homes, a play area and new car parking facilities. The Council has also 

invested in the refurbishing the two public shelters on the South Seafront and the long-term maintenance of its 

historic Martello, which forms the centrepiece of the park. The £1.5 million project is funded by East Suffolk 

Council and the Coastal Communities Fund (CCF) which was launched in 2012 to promote sustainable 

economic growth and jobs in coastal areas. CCF awarded the Council £950,000 grant funding which enabled the 

project to go ahead.  Additional funding of £30,000 was also awarded from the Coastal Revival Fund. 

Cameron and Claire Marshall, owners of the Dedham Boathouse Group, said: “We are super excited to be 

launching The Kitchen @ Martello Park in Felixstowe next year. “The Kitchen @ Martello Park will be offering 

food and drinks with a laid-back seaside vibe. Alongside this, Cameron will also be making delicious 

homemade candy which will be aptly named The Sweetworks @ Martello Park. 

“Whether it is illy Coffee or a Bacon Bap first thing in the morning or a light lunch, ice cream or a slice of 

homemade cake, there will be something for everyone to enjoy when we open.” 

Mark Hart, Joint Divisional Managing Director at Barnes Construction, said:“We are delighted to be 

involved in this excellent project and are very much looking forward to playing our part in the delivery of 

another significant community facility in Felixstowe.” The project is being delivered by East Suffolk Council, 

Barnes Constructions, the Dedham Boathouse Group, Plaice Design and Superstructures.  

 

http://www.mcsuk.org/
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/
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AONB Sustainable Development Fund Recovery Grants  

The Dedham Vale and Coast & Heaths Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) have a special Recovery 

Grant.  This is for conservation projects within your communities. From bat and bird boxes to even planting 

wild flowers and bulbs in our verges . Deadline is 5 October , Full details and the application available on this 

link  

https://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/managing/grants/sdf/ 
Solar Together Suffolk  

Solar Together Suffolk can  offer you savings on the installation of solar panels for your home. It’s a collective-

purchase scheme that helps you through the process. 

If you are interested in saving money on your energy bills, generating your own supply of electricity, and 

helping the environment by reducing your carbon emissions - register today. Registration is free and no-

obligation.  

The more people who register by the deadline of 6 October 2020, the better the price that can be secured .With 

solar panels, it is estimated the average household will reduce its annual carbon emissions by nearly one tonne 

each year - the equivalent of driving 3,500 miles in an average car. 

For detailed information about likely costs, the amount of energy you can expect to generate, and lots more go 

to http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/solar-together-suffolk   A freephone helpline is also available to answer 

questions—call 0800 048 8402. 

18-25 September – Great British Beach Clean & NEW Source to Sea Litter Quests 

Each autumn the Marine Conservation Society ask volunteer litter pickers to record information about the litter 

on our beaches through the Great British Beach Clean initiative – and this year, for those who don’t live near a 

beach and would like the opportunity to participate in their own home area,  they have launched the new Source 

to Sea Litter Quest, which recognises that many of the items littered far inland are at risk of reaching the sea as 

well.  The litter survey data from both survey types helps assemble a national and international picture of the 

most common forms of litter which the Marine Conservation Society uses to call for policy change to tackle 

ocean pollution at its source. This year, the MCS are asking volunteers to record the personal protective 

equipment they find, including gloves and masks. To register for either the Great British Beach Clean or Source 

to Sea Litter Quest visit the Marine Conservation Society’s website 

www.mcsuk.org/beachwatch/greatbritishbeachclean  or for guidance ring the Beachwatch team on 01989 

566017, or email beachwatch@mcsuk.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/managing/grants/sdf/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/solar-together-suffolk
http://www.mcsuk.org/beachwatch/greatbritishbeachclean
mailto:beachwatch@mcsuk.org


9 

 

Appendix “B” 
 

Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 

Response to the Main Modifications to Policy SCLP12.52:  

Land to the West of Chapel Road, Grundisburgh 

 

 

Introduction 

 

These objections relate to Main Modifications MM86 unless stated. 

Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council have opposed all the allocations of Chapel Field for residential 

purposes contained in the Suffolk Coastal District Council (now East Suffolk Council) Final Draft Local Plan 

(the Local Plan).  

 

The objections were based on the lack of a safe access to either the original or extended site for pedestrians, 

cyclists, vehicles or emergency vehicles and the vehicular conflicts on the local road network. Those objections 

still remain. 

 

At the Local Plan Examination there was common agreement that a vehicular access onto Chapel Road was not 

safe.  Without a Main Modification it is agreed that the housing allocation would not be acceptable and should 

be removed from the Local Plan to enable it to be found sound. 

 

Having examined the proposed Main Modifications, we wish to make the following comments.  As they stand, 

the Main Modifications cannot be justified or considered sound and the allocation should therefore be removed 

from the Plan or amended. 

 

Comment 1: Increase in site area 

ESC extended the site area by more than a third with the vague explanation: “in relation to access provision”, 

discussed below.  

 

The design of the estate is still expected to comply with Building for Life 12 criteria under Local Plan Policy 

SCLP11.1 (MM 41) which shows that the modified policy SCLP 12.51 has been given no thought as to what it 

might mean in practice.  It cannot comply with the Building for Life 12 criteria when it is both 3.38 and 5.16 

hectares in area. 

 

According to Local Plan Policy SCLP12.51 the amount of public open space is linked to the housing numbers 

and would provide about 0.4 hectares irrespective of the size of the site.  There is no explanation in the Main 

Modifications about the intended use of the surplus land.   

 

As proposed, the modified policy would result in a very low density of 14 dwellings per hectare which would be 

contrary to the NPPF’s tests of soundness.  There is no justification for this modification and such a low density 

would be inconsistent with paragraph 122 of the NPPF. ‘Planning policies and decisions should support 

development that makes efficient use of land’. 

 

The Parish Council is very disappointed that there has been a lack of community engagement during the Local 

Plan deliberations.  Consultation has been based on notification rather than discussion. 

 

Had the consultation stage been effective, the ESC would be aware that there is an immediate and urgent need 

for a new Scout hut to replace the ageing existing one which has outlived its long life. The 1st Grundisburgh 

Scout Group has almost 100 members across Scouts and Guides in the village and surrounding area, providing 

an essential and very valued resource for our community. The Group has had little success in negotiating with 

the Cranworth estate for a modest plot on which to build a new Scout hut. 

 

Other community projects which would benefit the village include the need for additional allotment gardens and 

a community orchard. 

 

Why have the Main Modifications not referenced the need to provide the surplus land for community projects?  

The Parish Council would be willing to receive this land to help provide community facilities.  The land should 

be used more efficiently to comply with the NPPF requirements.  
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Comment 2: Vehicular Access  

This modification of the site area by ESC “to extend site southwards in relation to access provision” was 

inserted to get over the problem of safe access which Suffolk Highways originally identified. At present, the 

access to the site is not linked to the village in any meaningful way and this is clearly incompatible with the 

Building for Life criteria promoted within the Local Plan.  The Modified policy has created an inward looking 

cul-de-sac and cannot be justified. 

 

The modified policy prevents the scheme from complying with its own Local Plan policies.  The allocation 

cannot integrate with its neighbourhood, or create a place that is well connected by having an access that is 

divorced from the settlement.  A vehicular access that does link to the village will, however, be dangerous to 

pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians.  

 

Comment 3 : Lack of Clarity over Pedestrian Access 

The NPPF states that the Plan should ‘contain policies that are clearly written and unambiguous, so it is evident 

how a decision maker should react to development proposals’. The Modified Policy fails in this regard and 

cannot be found sound. 

 

Whilst the modified Policy states that: 

Development will be expected to accord with the following criteria: 

d) Provision of pedestrian access and footways to support access to services and facilities in the village; 

it does not say what services the footways should go to, or where the footways should go to reach those services. 

It is ambiguous about services and how they should be accessed.  The word support lacks clarity.   

 

The Parish Council insists that the services should instead specify: the village convenience store and Post 

Office, the pub, the school, the surgery and dispensary, the church and the bus stops. 

The footways to these services should be provided, not merely supported.  A footway along Park Road is 

feasible and would lead to other footways in the village.  A pedestrian link to Meeting Lane would benefit all 

the residents in that area of the village and help the scheme comply with Building for Life criteria. 

 

Building for Life states: ‘We recommend that you avoid Not considering how the layout of a development could 

be designed to improve connectivity across the wider neighbourhood.’ 

The Local Plan allocation should follow its own Policies and the wording in the Main Modification does not 

currently do this.  

Comment 4: Ipswich Transport Mitigation Strategy 

During the last examination of the Local Plan, reference was made to this Suffolk County Council project which 

aims to reduce the air pollution in Ipswich, with funding from various methods including Section 106 and 

Community Infrastructure Levy. MM5 does not specify how the funds would be raised; it lacks clarity. The 

Parish Council strongly recommends that ESC apply this to the Grundisburgh site as a way of spreading the cost 

of a very expensive project.   

 

Conclusion 

As it stands the Local Plan has not been positively prepared, nor is it effective in dealing with the cross 

boundary issues. 

 

Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 

14 June 2020 
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Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 
Mr.Peter Kendall – Chairman,, 

Ford House 

The Green., 

Grundisburgh                       Telephone 01473-738267 

WOODBRIDGE,                          Email:peter@peterkendall.com 

Suffolk IP13 6TA                       WebSite: http://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud  

 
The Lord Cranworth, 

Boulge House, 

Boulge, 

WOODBRIDGE, 

Suffolk, 

IP13 6BW 

 

24th June, 2020 

 

Dear Lord Cranworth, 

  

Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council would like to make you aware of the current feeling within the village 

against the proposals contained in the Main Modifications to the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan.     After the 

presentation in the Village Hall 20th January 2020 by Hopkins Homes the Parish Council organised a petition 

worded thus: 

 

We the under signed say NO TO HOPKINS HOMES PROPOSAL TO BUILD ON CHAPEL FIELD 

GRUNDISBURGH. 

Grundisburgh is just about the right size, the community is able to take care of each other. Grundisburgh does 

not need 500 more vehicle movements per day, the centre of the village is already showing the strain from the 

amount of traffic that has to go through now. The facilities, surgery, school, village hall, shops and play area in 

Grundisburgh can just cope with the population as it is.  

All the roads abounding the site are narrow lanes with no footways, totally unsuitable for the proposed increase 

in traffic 80+ dwellings would bring.  

We ask COUNCILLORS of the newly formed East Suffolk District Council to say NO to any development on 

Chapel Field. 

 

650 signatures were collected. 

 

The Parish Council has responded to Response to the Main Modifications to Policy SCLP12.52:  Land to the 

West of Chapel Road, Grundisburgh. MM86 consultation which is taking place until  

10th July.     Attached to this letter is a copy of that response for your information. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Peter Kendall – Chairman 

 

cc  The Hon.Robin Gurdon, Grundisburgh Hall, WOODBRIDGE, Suffolk IP13 6TW 
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Appendix “C” 
 

Planning Report September 2020 
 

Applications refused by East Suffolk Council since the last Parish Council meeting  

DC/20/0429/CLE  Gull Farm, Gull Lane  a certificate of lawful use following comments sent 

The lean-to is attached to a large barn which has consent for storage and distribution.  The lean-to is inherently 

part of the large barn and as such, should not be used as a dwelling. 

This application is based on historical, inappropriate use of the lean-to.  Considering the location of the lean-to 

and the function of the attached building, the Parish Council objects in principle to the application for a 

certificate of lawful use. 

 

Applications approved by East Suffolk since last Parish Council meeting  

DC/20/1833/FUL  Uplees  Meeting Lane  Erection of first floor rear extension including dormer windows & 

roof light.    No comments sent. 

 

DC/20/2395/FUL  Timaru,  Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh, Garden Studio at the front of the property next to 

the garage, insulated timber  construction on a concrete base. 2 meters from the boundaries to the property as 

described in the application and also 2 meters from the existing garage. 

 

DC/20/2410/FUL  Farrows End, 15 Playford Road Corner, Culpho. the removal of an external pre-fabricated 

garage to be replaced with a single height garage/workshop.  Also, a single height extension on the main body of 

the dwelling to the north east.   

 

DC/20/2689/FUL  Anchor House, Lower Road, Grundisburgh         Erection of a single storey side extension and 

rear porch together with internal  alterations to existing dwelling 

 

DC/20/2788/TCA   The Chestnuts, Rose Hill, Grundisburgh.     T1 Conifer x 2 50% reduction  

 

DC/20/2777/TCA   Basketmakers Cottage, Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh 

T1 Plum - fell because of stem decay T2 Maple - reduce back to boundary. Hedge reduction not covered by 

Section 211 regulations, 

 

DC/20/2705/FUL 5 Post Mill Crescent, Grundisburgh.    Erection of a single storey dwelling. Amended design 

of approved scheme  DC/19/4043/FUL  

The details as set out in the Construction Management Plan received 19 July 2018 and approved by application 

DC/18/2998/DRC shall be carried out in full. Reason: In the interest of residential amenity and highway safety.  

IT JUST CANNOT WORK AS NO VEHICLE CAN ACCESS THE SITE BEEN GOING ON NOW FOR 

2YEARS 7MONTHS  

DC/20/2705/FUL 5 Post Mill Crescent, Grundisburgh. 
Notice is hereby given that the County Council as Highway Authority make the following comments:  

The narrowness of the access and driveway is a concern, for the proposal to be commensurate with current 

standards a width of 3m (single) or 4.5m (shared) for the vehicular access should be provided for a minimum 

distance of 5m from the nearside edge of the metalled carriageway.  

Additionally, no information has been provided for secure cycle storage facilities to promote the use of 

sustainable travelling alternatives.  

Furthermore, no information has been provided for bin storage and presentation areas. Details must demonstrate 

no obstruction to parking or access.  

The aforementioned should be addressed prior to the grant of permission in the interest of highway safety. 

 

Comments sent 

The history of this site is a very long and unnecessary one, caused by the unreasonable and illogical decision 

made by Planning Officers to approve DC/17/5459/FUL in March 2018. 

Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council (PC) had objected to this application and requested that it should be 

decided by the District Council’s Planning Committee. This request was refused, and the application was 

approved at Officer level. The main reason for the PC objections was the shared access. The Driveway to 5 Post 

Mill Crescent is only 2.1 m in width for this to be the access to 2 properties constituted tandem development. 
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The officer dealing with the application stated in his report that  “As with any development, regardless of the 

scale, there will be some impacts as a result, although most of these will be temporary and during the 

construction phase of the development. Given the small size of the proposed dwelling, it is not envisaged that the 

construction programme will be unduly long.” 

That statement was made 2 years and 4 months ago. Site clearance began almost immediately. The neighbours 

have lived on a building site of the Local Authority’s making ever since. The Construction Management Plan, 

DC/18/2998/DRC all 7 sections, dated July 8th 2018, could never be achieved as the access could not be used by 

delivery vehicles, all materials had to be taken by hand onto the site from the footpath.  

The site has been sold on, on several occasions as various owners realised all the construction difficulties. 

DC/19/4043/FUL was approved on 10/12/19 despite PC objections. The building was too large and too close to 

the boundary with Red Barn Piece. 

Officers report did admit that “although there are practicalities to consider in terms of access for the 

construction of the property, this would not be a permanent impact.”  

The last application and the PC hopes, for the sake of the neighbours, this will be the last on this site is 

submitted with the covering letter “This is a revised scheme to that approved on 10thDecember 2019 Ref No. 

DC/19/4043/FUL. The main differences are that the proposal has been moved to allow a better turning area for 

vehicles and to move it away from the boundary of Red Barn Piece. The application is exempt from a fee as it is 

a second application within 12 months.” 

Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council hope that East Suffolk planning officers will listen more carefully to 

local knowledge when approving applications in future so that catastrophes for neighbours and the wider 

community can be avoided. 

Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council (PC) need to make some additional comments on the above application. 

There are some anomalies in the Application for Planning Permission Form. 

Section 1  Mr C Porter does not live at 5 Post Mill Crescent, and never has done. 

Section 14 The site is currently a tip, all the concrete has been left when the 2 garages were taken down. The 

contents of the garages also just left on the site, which is now overgrown. 

Section 15 The hedge and fence on the public right of way boundary adjoining Chapel Field, were both removed 

to gain access to the site in order to demolish the 2 garages. This site has been unsecured ever since despite 

being reported to the local authority as a danger particularly to children. There is a hedge on the boundary with 

Red Barn Piece and a Walnut tree.  

All hedging must be restored when the building works are completed and adjoining driveways resurfaced. 

With regard to Section 11, foul sewage, it is understood locally that the applicant will have to move the existing 

sewage pipes that serve at least 3 existing properties in order to build the foundations for the proposed 

bungalow. The PC draw the attention of the local authority to this point due mainly to the record of 

mismanagement of the site over the last two and a half years, and trust any work would be authorised by 

Anglian Water. 

It is impossible to access the site from Post Mill Crescent using the shared driveway with 5 Post Mill Crescent at 

the moment. The PC would suggest that a new Construction Management Plan must be issued for the site, for as 

stated in the previous comments for this application  the Construction Management Plan, DC/18/2998/DRC, all 

7 sections, dated July 8th 2018, could never be achieved as the access could not be used by delivery vehicles, all 

materials had to be taken by hand onto the site from the footpath.  

Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council take the opportunity to repeat that the PC hope that East Suffolk 

planning officers will listen more carefully to local knowledge when approving applications in future so that 

catastrophes for neighbours and the wider community can be avoided. 

 

DC/20/2660/VOC  Outbuilding at  3 Pine Grove, Lower Road, Grundisburgh    Variation of Condition 5 of 

DC/20/1388/VOC - (Variation of Condition 1 of  DC/17/1031/ARM - approval of Reserved Matters of 

DC/15/0469/OUT - Demolition of  existing outbuilding and erection of detached dwelling - approval of details 

in respect of  layout, scale, landscaping and appearance of dwelling) 

 

Applications received since last Parish Council Meeting  

DC/20/3117/FUL    14 Post Mill Gardens, Grundisburgh      Proposed side extension  

 

The following was sent to East Suffolk requesting a Tree Preservation Order  as 7 councillors responded to 

Email supporting and 1 against. 

 

Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council and Grundisburgh Playing Field Management Committee requests 

that a Tree Preservation Order be placed on the trees included on Map 1 and T28 included on Map2  in the 

attached Tree Survey produced by the Parish Tree Warden Kevin Muttitt. 

The trees listed T1 to T16 and G5 are shown on Map 1.  
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The continual line of trees and hedging on eastern boundary of the village playing field provides a valuable 

screen and sound barrier for the playing field.  

Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council requests that a Tree Preservation Order be placed on the trees listed 

T17 to T21and G22, shown on Map 2.  These trees provide a valuable landscape interest  and habitat on the 

edge of the public right of way, Chapel Field and the established built up area of the village.  

The trees marked T24,24,25and G23 on the boundary along Chapel Road enhance the setting of the non-

designated heritage asset Grundisburgh Baptist Chapel. 

T27 and G26 young trees providing landscaping on the edge of Park Road. 

Map2 also shows T28 an oak tree adjacent to the tennis courts. It is a very nice specimen with a well balanced 

crown, there has been some lower branches removed in the past, but it does not require any further work. A TPO 

would help protect its future against unnecessary pruning. 

 

 

Richard Garnham chairman of the Playing Field Management Committee has received this reply to an email 

request he made to Fields in Trust. Concerning HH plan to surface to Footpath 20 which is located on the 

playing field leading onto Chapel Field. 

Dear Richard 

Thank you for your email. It will be our Trustees that make this decision, as and when we are asked the 

question, and we have a process for requests such as this. I can confirm that if anyone wanted to make changes 

to the footpath on our land they would have to ask our Trustees for permission, assuming that you as the 

Management Committee was in favour. We had a similar instance on a site we own in the south west, and a 

potential developer asked the Management Committee for permission to create a small access road across the 

site. The Committee said No and the developer then came to us, and our Trustees said No as well. 
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Appendix “D” 
 

 

Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 

Draft Planning Policy Statement 

 

The Parish Council is a statutory consultee for all planning applications in Grundisburgh and Culpho.  In effect 

that means that East Suffolk Council informs the Parish Council of all planning applications in the villages and 

invites the council to make comments within a very limited timescale. 

Although the Parish Council is a statutory consultee any member of the public can object to, or support, 

applications.  It must be remembered that planning permissions are granted, or refused, by East Suffolk Council 

and not Parish Councils. 

 

The Parish Council have agreed the following process for dealing with Planning Applications. 

 

Minor Applications -: Planning Sub Committee 

• Domestic Extensions 

• Change of Use – Land and/or Buildings 

• Work on trees covered by Tree Preservation Orders 

• Work on trees within the Conservation Area 

• Infill- one property 

 

Significant Applications-:   Extraordinary Meeting of  Parish Council 

• Infill more than one property 

• Applications that affect the road layout 

• Any Industrial application 

• Any Commercial Application 

 

Major Applications, Local Plan issues, Major Projects-: Village Meeting  

• Any large-scale application 

 

The Planning Subcommittee will……… 

• Look at each application on its merits ensuring that it complies with the East Suffolk Local Plan and 

Grundisburgh and Burgh Joint Conservation Area Appraisal Supplementary Planning Document 2010. 

• Endeavour to be proactive in finding trees worthy or in need of a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) within 

or close to the physical limits boundary of the village. 

• Endeavour to be proactive in keeping the list of non-listed heritage assets within the village up dated. 

• Ensure all Planning Applications for Grundisburgh and Culpho are published by the Parish Clerk on 

the Parish Council website https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/  and notification placed in the Parish 

notice boards. 

The Planning Subcommittee will not engage in any pre-application consultation with applicants, but will inform 

applicants that pre application advice can be obtained by contacting East Suffolk planning dept. 

 

The Planning Subcommittee Chair to provide a planning report for the Clerk to issue to all councillors before 

each bi-monthly Parish Council meeting, with an update of the position at that meeting. 

The Planning Subcommittee will meet as needed between the bi-monthly Parish Council meetings for the 

purpose of discussing specific PAs or other important planning matters. 

 

Set out below are the procedures that need to be followed to access Planning Applications online 

East Suffolk Council no longer issue hard copies of plans to Parish Councils. All planning application 

information is communicated online. 

The Parish Clerk is notified by  East Suffolk Council of Planning Applications submitted for Grundisburgh and 

Culpho. The Clerk in turn notifies the chair of the Parish Council’s Planning Subcommittee and uploads new 

applications onto the  Parish Council’s website and posts onto the Parish Council’s noticeboards. Currently the  

Parish Council has 21 days in which to provide a detailed response to East Suffolk Council. 

 

 

 

 

https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/
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For members of the public the procedure to find and access any application is as follows: 

1. go online to East Suffolk planning http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/ 

2. go to View planning applications 

3. search for planning applications on Public Access 

4. Planning – simple search – enter Planning Application number at Keyword then press Search  

5. Alternatively go to weekly/monthly (recommend you use monthly) Parish – Grundisburgh or Culpho 

(treated separately) to access any new applications if you don’t have a number. 

 

Chair of Subcommittee will 

a)   review the application online and determine whether this should be categorised as a minor, 

significant or major  application. 

b)   in the case of minor applications the Chair initially identifies any issues/queries. 

c)   notifies the Subcommittee by email of the reference number of the application with a request to 

access East Suffolk Council’s website and advise of any other queries or objections they have to all 

members of the subcommittee. 

d)   if any member of the Subcommittee considers the need for a site visit at least two members of the 

Planning Subcommittee, as far as practicable, carry out an inspection of the location(s) as an 

information gathering exercise to be shared with all planning subcommittee members. 

               e)   subsequently the Chair or any member, by agreement, to collate agreed objections with                   

               reference to: 

▪ Local Plan policies  

▪ Conservation Area/listed building status 

▪ Local knowledge.  

▪ and circulate to Planning Subcommittee and Parish Council chair. 

               f)    when agreed, the Clerk to send to East Suffolk Council with copies to both local District    

               Councillors 

               g)    if the application is considered Significant the procedure is the Chair of the Subcommittee to liaise  

               with Parish Clerk to arrange for posters to be prepared to inform the community of an   

               Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting to consider the application. When objections  are   

               agreed, the Chair of the Subcommittee will draft a response for the Clerk to send to East Suffolk  

               Council with copies to both local District Councillors   

               h)    If the application is considered Major the Chair of the Subcommittee to liaise with  the Clerk to  

               arrange  for posters to be prepared to inform the community of an Extraordinary Parish Council  

               Meeting /or Village.  Meeting to consider the application/proposal. 

 

When a Planning Application Is approved or refused by East Suffolk Council the decision to be posted on the  

Parish Council’s website as soon as possible. 

 

The Planning Subcommittee will meet as needed between the bi-monthly Parish Council meetings for the 

purpose of discussing specific Planning Applications or other important planning matters. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/
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Appendix “E” 
 

 

Report to Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council  

Grundisburgh Playing Field – September 2020 

 

Cleaning/Covid19 - The pavilion had been thoroughly cleaned before letting and each individual let are 

responsible for cleaning before leaving the building and recording. 

 

Play Area - The committee have met with representatives of the District council to discuss current safety 

standards and possibilities for improving the Play Area.  Actions under consideration include replacement 

and/or repair the play surfaces and the addition of a equipment for the use of older children. Additional funding 

possibilities are being investigated. 

 

Bad Language - Following a report, the Chairman has written to the Suffolk Football Association regarding the 

continuous use of bad language whilst football was being played on the field. No reply has been received. It was 

agreed to monitor the situation 

 

Floodlights - The committee are discussing with the football club on the best way to replace the current 

floodlights for the training area. 

 

Maintenance - It was agreed to have a working party on September 14th to carry out maintenance on the 

pavilion and field. 

 

Booking Secretary - The Booking Secretary (Mrs Garrod) has decided to retire. The Chairman thanked for the 

many years that she had filled the position and presented her with a bouquet of flowers. The chairman is taking 

bookings at present and will endeavour to source a replacement.   

 

Annual General Meeting - AGM will take place when circumstances allow 

 

Trees – A Tree Protection Order on the line of trees between Chapel Field and the Playing Field together with 

the single Oak tree on the boundary of the footpath has been submitted to the East Suffolk Council.  

 

Footpath - The meeting agreed to resist any proposals by the developer of the proposed Chapel Field site to 

replace the current grassed footpath, along the side of the playing field, with an impermeable surface. 

 

 

 
 


