Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 8" January, 2024
in Grundisburgh Playing Field Pavilion

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.

Present: - Messrs. G.Caryer, B. Cook, A. Dunnett, J.Dunnett, M. Harris, 1. Rawson, M. Rankin, R Youngman,
Mrs J. Bignell, Mrs.A.Willetts (in the chair), District Councillor C. Hedgley, and 21 members of the public.

1. Apologies for absence County Councillor E Bryce, Mr. R. Garnham.
2. To receive member’s declarations of interest No declarations were made.

3. Minutes The minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 13™ November 2023 had been circulated
and were therefore taken as read. It was proposed by Mr. Harris seconded by Mrs.Bignell, to unanimous
approval, that these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4 . District Councillor’s Report  District Councillor Hedgley’s fu]l report is pub]lshed on the Parish
Council’s Web Site Home Page - Important Documents ' (ps: /orid burghosulio e clow:

Mr Hedgley said that all the villages he represented are fed up with the severe problems caused by recent

flooding. He expressed his sympathy to all residents who had been so badly affected. Flood defence is the
responsibility of the County Council, and he would pass on residents concerns to County Councillor Elaine
Bryce who could not attend this meeting because of illness.

Several Parish Councillors expressed their dissatisfaction and frustration with the County Council’s apparent
dismissal of their complaints about flooding in their localities. ~Grundisburgh Corner had suffered 33 days of
continuous flooding and despite very detailed reporting the County Council Highways Department response
was unhelpful..

e  East Suffolk Council have raised a number of key concerns in response to a consultation on proposals
for a major energy infrastructure project which could include the erection of pylons to which the
council is opposed.

® The East Suffolk Council Cabinet has agreed that an initial proposed Band D Council Tax for East
Suffolk Council of £186.57 for 2024/25, an increase of £5.40 or 2.98%, be approved.

e  The Police and Crime Commissioner is proposing to increase the policing element of the council tax
precept by £13 for a Band D property in 2024/2025.. This follows a substantial increase last year.
Mr Hedg]ey urged remdents to take part in a survey whlch the Commissioner is conducting.
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Commlssmner 5 we : for more detail.

5. County Councillor’s Report County Councillor Elaine Bryce’s Parlsh News Letter is publlshed on the
Parish Council’s Web Site Home Page - Important Documents /1 undisbureh.saffolk.clond/.

6. Public Open Forum It was proposed by Mrs. Willetts seconded by Mr. Harris, to unanimous approval,
that the formal meeting be suspended, and members of the public invited to address the meeting. The following
issues were raised

e Flooding Mr. Paul Franklin read a report of a survey he had conducted on the River Lark

“ Since Storm Babet and the consequent flooding in Grundisburgh, I have been walking the footpaths adjacent
to the River Lark. Most of river in across private land (farms or gardens). Much of the river is in a poor staie
of maintenance made worse by debris from the storm.

The worst area that I can identify, which I think contributed to the flooding of the Village Green properties, is
where the bridle path (Town Lane) crosses the River Lark East of “Basts” OS Grid Ref: 226512. Here,

there is a large 60° Poplar Tree growing right in the middle of the river course, another large tree on the edge
with its roots in the river and another on the bank (now on its side)



Public Open Forum Flooding cont...

These three trees have caused silt and debris to build up reducing the water flow width to a quarter of the
original. When I first looked 2 days after the storm the bridge across the river was well under water. There is
a brick abutment with a Sorm ? Drain also draining into the river at this point — from the main road ?

As a first step the debris needs removing (I am willing to help) and the three trees mentioned need removing to
prevent a repeat. Some of the money lefi in the CIL pot could be used for a JCB and tree surgeons — there could
be no better use for this money than protecting the village itself. Clearing individual “bad spots” is just a start.
so if access can be arranged by the Parish Council to private properties I would be glad to continue the above
assessment along the River Lark,

Other members of the public made comments on the recent flooding
e  The River Lark has not been dredged for many years. In past times rivers and ditches were cleaned
more regularly.
e The ditch on Weir Pond Green and the drain under the road need cleaning out and the Pond restored,
e Farmers are not clearing out ditches

Other Issues raised
e  The hedge on Lyttleton Meadow alongside the B1079 Woodbridge Road needs cutting. The Meadow
is owned by East Suffolk Council.
e The Scouts will hold a meeting in February to explain their vision for their new HQ as Parish Council
is prepared to submit the planning application on their behalf
¢ Rainwater from a new house opposite the Village Hall is directed into the main sewage pipe contrary to
regulations. Mr. Hedgley will investigate.

7. Chapel Field development ~ Mrs. Willetts reported that there are now 12 properties occupied on Chapel
Field and no progress has been made on various highway and Footpath 20 improvements breeching conditions
of the planning application which clearly state that no properties can be occupied until these works have been
carried out and approved by the local planning authority.

8. Flooding Mrs. Willetts reported that Framlingham Town Council were considering commissioning an
engineer to carry out a survey to investigate the causes of the recent severe flooding in the town and what can be
done to protect Framlingham in the future. She suggested that a similar survey could be conducted in
Grundisburgh and Culpho. Mr. Franklin’s survey, which he reported earlier in this meeting, is an excellent
start.

General dissatisfaction was expressed in the poor maintenance of our roads which it was felt contributed to
flooding with water unable to drain into ditches. With low temperatures forecast, standing water will freeze
creating hazardous driving conditions.

9. Old Forge Stores Forecourt Mrs. Willetts reported.
Extract from the Minutes of Council Meeting held on the 13th November 2023

“Mrs. Willetts proposed, seconded by Mr.Caryer, that Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council takes the legal
advice needed to take over ownership of the forecourt in front of Willow Cottage/Forge Stores. Approved 6
members voting for 2 against.”

After looking through Katherine Smith’s deeds and sending a copy to a recommended solicitor it is clear that,
Mrs. Smith does not own the forecourt of The Old Forge Stores.

On the 27" November 2023 T wrote

To: Philip McLauchlan <philip.mclauchlan (marshs tchick.co.uk>

Subject: Land fronting The Olde Forge Stores

Good morning

1 have scanned in a copy of Mrs Smiths deeds please see attached.

1 have seen the original, bound in blue folder which would be available if needed.

1 hope that the documents will be enough for you to be in a position to advise me as to the approximate costs
involved to the Parish Council if we were able to go ahead with Mrs Smiths proposal to gift the forecourt land
to the Parish Council.



Old Forge Stores Forecourt cont...

On Mon, 27th November 2023 10:54:12 +0000, Philip McLauchlan

<philip.mclauchiang : ick co.u!:> wrote:

Thank you for your email.

My apologies if | have misunderstood, but is the area of land we are concerned with not shown coloured green
on the plan to the Conveyance — assuming I have interpreted the plan correctly then the one thing we can know
Jor sure is that, with reference to this Conveyance only, Mrs Smith does not own the land as there is in the
Conveyance a right of way granted over that land, and she would not need an explicit right of way if she owned
the land itself.

Eveline Camilla Lambert sold Willow Cottage to Mrs Smith on 23" March 1990

Old Forge Stores Forecourt cont...

The plan attached to the Conveyance shows the forecourt coloured green with the statement “with a right of
way over the area shown coloured green”. That right was also extended to the owners of Westholme and Forge
Stores.

Miss Lambert made a Statutory Declaration in September 1988 stating “possession of 3 properties Westholme,
the Willows and Oakenfull Stores since 10" February 1955. Claiming the properties were conveyed to her father
John Lambert on 10" June 1913. The included plan showed a red line around all the properties including the Old
Forge Stores forecourt.

Pastor Colin Grimwood took Miss Lamberts funeral service at the crematorium on 12" October 2001. He has
no record of her date of death but he remembers she was well over 100. She had lived in a care home in
Ipswich for some time. Miss Lambert never married. That date should help in finding any will she may have
left.

The way forward

Mrs. Willetts proposed seconded by Mrs. Bignell, to unanimous approval, that despite the fact that the
ownership of the Old Stores forecourt is unknown, and unlikely to be determined, that the Parish Council should
allocate CIL funds for its restoration and that this work should be carried out by the County Council’s contractor
when the adjoining section of Woodbridge Road is resurfaced. A Highways Officer has agreed that it would be
advisable and possible to repair and resurface the forecourt at the same time and would enable drainage issues to
be resolved. The County Council’s new highway contractors would be able to give the Parish Council a price
for resurfacing the resolved forecourt.

10. Planning Report Mrs.Willetts reported

Applications approved by East Suffolk Council since last Parish Council meeting

DC/23/4030/TCA Hillingdon The Street Grundisburgh Acer (T1 on plan) - Crown reduction by up to 2 metres
and remove large lateral limb over the garage Ino. Yew and Ino. Conifer (T2 on plan)

DC/23/4207/TCA Thistleton, The Street, Grundisburgh 1no. Pyracantha (T1 on plan) — Fell
Ino. Yew (T2 on plan) - Reduce the crown height and spread by up to 1 metre
Ino. Magnolia (T3 on plan) - Overall crown reduction by up to 1.5 metres

11. East Suffolk Planning Alliance (ESPA) Report
Rupert Herries — ESPA Administrator provided this update.
The ESPA steering committee met recently and decided to host a first year ‘birthday’ celebration with a *panel
discussion’. This event will be held on Saturday afternoon, the 17th February 2024 in Grundisburgh Village
Hall (from 2:30pm to 5:00pm).
ESPA have attracted an impressive panel of local experts which will be chaired by Julian Cusack (Chair of
Middleton cum Fordley Parish Council; member of Suffolk County Council for 8 years in the 1980s and also
chair of the Suffolk Coastal Green Party).
The panellists include: -

e  Lord Deben. Chair, UK Independent Committee on Climate Change - and previous Suffolk MP.
Michael Cole Ex BBC Journalist, advocate for Suffolk
Stephen Molyneux Woodbridge Tide Mill and District Councillor
Eamon O’Nolan Chair of Deben Climate Centre and Mayor of Woodbridge
Peter Hobson Professor of Biodiversity Conservation & Sustainability
Chris Bally East Suffolk District Council - Chief Executive Officer
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Mr. Herries invited all councillors to attend.

12. East Suffolk Community Partnerships  Mr. Caryer reported that their had been little activity during the
last three months due to the Communities Officer’s illness. However, a meeting was held today and another
meeting scheduled for March to discuss the Partnerships priorities.

13. Annual Parish Meeting The purpose of the Annual Meeting of the Parish is for the members of the
electorate to meet annually and is an opportunity to discuss parish affairs and for village organisations to inform
them and answer questions. It must be held between 1% March and 1% June. The 2023 Meeting was held on the
26" May.

Mrs. Willetts said the 2023 Meeting, held on a Friday, was the worst attended meeting she remembers.
Residents are reluctant to turn out on a Friday evening and she proposed holding the meeting late May this year
— but not on a Friday.

14. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
The Income and Expenditure Report is appended to these minutes.

15. Financial Matters

15.1 2024/2025 Budget/Precept The minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Sub Committee held on the

11th December, 2023 containing the Committee’s 2024/2025 precept and budget recommendations had been
circulated to all councillors prior to this meeting.

Mr, Youngman proposed seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to the unanimous approval of those present at that meeting,
that these minutes be signed by the Chairman of the Committee as a true record

15.2 Budget & Precept 2023/2024 Mr. Youngman proposed seconded by Mrs. Willetts, to unanimous
approval, that the Finance Committees budget and precept recommendations, appended to these minutes, be
approved

15.3 Letter of thanks  Received from the Lunch Club

15.4 Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time

Mr.G.Caryer £145.01 Conservation Group Insurance

£20.40 River Water Testing Strips
R.J.Isbell & Son (East Anglia) Ltd £100.00 Allotment Rent 2023 BACS payment
Business Services at CAS Ltd £440.34 Insurance
SALC £27.00 Payroll Service
Mr.R.Fletcher £340.00 Village Green Grass Cutting September
Grundisburgh Playing Field Management Committee £30.00 Pavilion Hire 3 October ESPA
HM Revenue & Customs £128.20 Income Tax
Grundisburgh Amateur Dramatic Society £700.00 Grant- stage & lighting equipment
Mr.J. Ager £512.85 Clerk’s Salary October/November 2023

£59.34 Clerk’s Expenses October/November 2023
£22.74 Printer Toner Cartridge — Magenta

HM Revenue & Customs £128.40 Income Tax

Vertas Group Ltd £271.69 Playing Field Grass Cutting

Playing Field Management Committee £30.00 ESPA Meeting 1 November

Ipswich Borough Council £550.00 Greenways Millennium & Lyttleton Meadows
Grass Cutting

Grundisburgh Lunch Club £200.00 Donation

It was proposed by Mr.Youngman seconded by Mr.J.Dunnett, to unanimous approval, that these payments be
ratified.

15.5 Emergency payments made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders

Mr.R.Fletcher £240.00 Village Green Grass Cutting October/November
£165.00 War Memorial Hedge Cutting

Anglian Water Business (National) Ltd £42.40 Allotment Water Charges

Williams Stores £24.00 Dog bags

Society of Local Council Clerks £105.00 Clerk’s Membership 2024

M.P.Stephenson & Sons £156.00 Christmas Tree

Grundisburgh Primary School £604.00 CIL Grant to purchase Defibrillator Box
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Mr.G.Caryer £28.93 Torchlit Walk Refreshments
M.P.Stephenson & Sons £31.20 Christmas Tree VAT
Financial Matters cont...

15.6 Other payments requiring approval

Mr.J.Ager £513.05 Clerk’s Salary December 2023/January 2024
£46.59 Clerk’s Expenses December 2023/January 2024

HM Revenue & Customs £128.40 Income Tax

Mr. B. Garrod £200.00 Clearing Allotment Plot 9 and cutting top hedge

Information Commissioner £40.00 Data Protection Fee

East Suffolk Services Ltd £129.60 Emptying St.Mary’s Wheeled Bin 4

It was proposed by Mrs. Willetts seconded by Mr.Harris, to unanimous approval, that these payments be made.

15.7 Payments received since the last meeting

Mr & Mrs.Swann £25.00 Allotment Rent
15.8 Account Balances as at 8" January, 2024

Business Premium Account £63.07

Current Account £94,064.77

Post Office Investment account £21,396.54

VAT to claim £1.630.49

TOTAL £117,154.87

15.9 Budget Report attached

16. Roads & Transport Report  Mr.Caryer reported that no meetings of the Roads & Transport Sub
Committee had been held since the last meeting.

Following an appeal for information from other villages who had installed village entrance gates several very
useful replies had been received.

17. Footpaths & Conservation Report

Allotment Report 2023 Mr. Rupert Herries report on behalf of the Grundisburgh Allotment Group.

We had our first summer with the two new water tanks in place, and it has been very much appreciated.

A survey of the site was carried out by Judith Bignall, Allen Dunnett and Rupert Herries during the summer.

It was generally agreed that most plots were being well maintained although there were a few that were very
neglected and uncultivated.

Agreement was made to write to the tenants of these plots to ask if they still intended to keep the plots and if so
to please put them in order in accordance with the new agreement which all tenants have signed, or otherwise to
let us know immediately if they wish to vacate the plots and make them available to others on the waiting list.
As a result some of these plots were vacated, we now have 7 new tenants and the site is much improved.

Two of these plots were so badly overgrown that it would have been difficult to find anyone to take them on,
and Barry Garrod cleared them.

Plot 18 was taken by Mr & Mrs Barber in a very poor state and they have transformed it. The hedging along the
site had become so overgrown that they were losing space and light. Barry has done a brilliant job this winter
clearing it all back.

Councillor John Dunnett had raised concern on several occasions about the state of plot | which is visible to
passers by on the road below. This is the plot that he maintained to a high standard for many years. However,
the plot had become very overgrown and neglected by the time it was occupied by the new tenants. They have
cleared it ready for cultivation this year, and have photographic evidence of the state the plot was in when they
inherited it.

There is still concern about the entrance path to the site which is steep, narrow and slippery in the winter and
presents a risk of falling, both to allotment holders and visitors.

The allotment group would like to thank the parish council for their support over the past 3 years.

Mr.A. Dunnett, Chairman Footpaths & Conservation Sub Committee, said that his committee would investigate
making the entrance to the allotments safer. Using matting, mesh, hardcore will be considered also widening
the path,

18. To receive reports from Council representatives to village organisations  No reports received.



19. Public Open Forum It was proposed by Mrs. Willetts seconded by Mr. Caryer that the formal meeting be
suspended, and members of the public invited to address the meeting. The following issues were raised.

Chapel Field Development No reply had been received from the Highways Authority concerning
possible traffic mitigation measures that could be used in Park Road and Lower Road.

Folly Cottage The owner said that he considered that a back up of silt in the tributary of the River
Lark which flowed through his garden had contributed to the flooding of his home. He thanked Mr.
Franklin for his very valuable survey of the river. Mr. Franklin asked the council to identify the
owners of sections of the river which couldn’t be accessed by public footpaths and to provide an
introductory letter in order for him to complete his survey. Mrs Willetts asked Mr Franklin to supply a
map of the areas he had surveyed so that ownership of necessary areas could be ascertained

Rose Hill Mr. Caryer will supply data gathered from the SID when deployed on Rose Hill to a
resident who requested it.

Grundisburgh Signs 5 new signs at the entrance to the village needed restoration/or replacement. The
County Council’s CIL could be used.

20. Items for next meeting
Mr. J.Dunnett requested that “The future of Grundisburgh Baptist Chapel” be an agenda item at the next Council
Meeting on the 11™ March.

21. Co-option Mr.David Higgins resigned as a Councillor for Grundisburgh on the 19" November. As no
requests were received from electors claiming an election, within the timescale allowed, the Parish Council now
has the authority to fill the vacancy by co-option. A Poster was placed in the Parish Notice Board and
published to members of the What’s on in Grundisburgh News Group on the 16" December asking for residents
to submit their applications by the 29" February.

22 Any other business
2024 Council Meetings January 8, March 11, May 13, July 8, September 9, November 11. All meetings will

start at 7.00pm



Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council
Community Infrastructure Levy Report

‘ Receipts Payments Balance
25/10/2017 Old House Half Moon Lane £102.17 £102.17
25/04/201810|d House Half Moon Lane £102.17 £204.34
26/10/2018 Old House Half Moon Lane £105.26 £309.60
03/05/2019 Land Adjacent 5 Post Mill Crescent £622.43 £932.03
14/04/2020;The Granary, Otley Road £3,560.89 £4,492.92
16/10/2020:The Granary, Otley Road £688.28 £5,181.20
19/07/2021:New Village Hall Solar Panels 7 £5,181.20 NIL
26/04/2022.0|d Village Hall site £127.57 £127.57
21/10/2022 Chapel Field development £69,775.68: £69,903.25
12/04/2023‘O|d Village Hall site £1,963.09 - £71,866.34
13/04/2023 Speed Indicator Device (SID) £3,474.00 £68,392.34
14/12/2023_Primary School Defibrilator Box £604.00 £67,788.34

£77,047.54' £9,259.20




Budget 2023/2024

01/04/2023 Through 31/03/2024 Using Budget 2 (in Pound)

04/01/2024
01/04/2023 - 31/03/2024
Category Description Actual Budget Difference
INCOME
Allotment Rent 387.50 450.00 -62.50
Bank Interest 0.38 100.00 -99.62
CIL payment 1,963.09 0.00 1,963.09
Misc 792.00 0.00 792.00
Precept 21,000.10 21,000.00 0.10
TOTAL INCOME 24,143.07 21,550.00 2,593.07
EXPENSES
Administration
Audit Fee 315.00 250.00 -65.00
Clerk
Expenses 326.53 500.00 173.47
Income Tax 641.40 0.00 -641.40
Office 0.00 577.00 577.00
Payroll Service 22.50 50.00 27.50
Salary 2,565.05 3,854.00 1,288.95
Soc.Clks 105.00 100.00 -5.00
Training 0.00 50.00 50.00
TOTAL Clerk 3,660.48 5,131.00 1,470.52
Cirs. Exp.Train 0.00 500.00 500.00
Conference callling 0.00 100.00 100.00
Data Protection 40.00 40.00 0.00
Elections 123.42 300.00 176.58
Hire of Rooms 180.00 400.00 220.00
Insurance 440.34 500.00 59.66
Laser Printer 113.82 100.00 -13.82
Misc 792.00 0.00 -792.00
Parish Meeting 515.25 500.00 -15.25
Photocopying 0.00 110.00 110.00
SALC 568.58 580.00 11.42
Stationery 0.00 200.00 200.00
Website 0.00 110.00 110.00
TOTAL Administration 6,748.89 8,821.00 2,072.11
Run Costs
Bus Shelters
Cleaning 300.00 300.00 0.00
Repairs 0.00 500.00 500.00
TOTAL Bus Shelters 300.00 800.00 500.00
Coronation 990.00 1,000.00 10.00
Defibrillator 0.00 150.00 150.00
East Suffolk Planning Alliance 247.50 0.00 -247.50
Highways
SAVID 50.00 100.00 50.00
Snow Clearing 0.00 200.00 200.00
Speed Indicator Device 3,474.00 0.00 -3,474.00
Speedwatch 0.00 150.00 150.00
TOTAL Highways 3,524.00 450.00 -3,074.00
Local Fighting Fund 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Pks Open Spa
Allotments 324.90 300.00 -24.90
Benches 582.69 500.00 -82.69
Dog Fido Bins 91.44 150.00 58.56
Footpaths & Environment 79.83 150.00 70.17
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Budget 2023/2024
01/04/2023 Through 31/03/2024 Using Budget 2 (in Pound)

04/01/2024 Page 2
01/04/2023 - 31/03/2024
Category Description Actual Budget Difference
Grundisburgh Baptist Church 0.00 195.00 195.00
Millennium Meadow 645.01 1,100.00 454 .99
Notice Boards 0.00 100.00 100.00
Playingfield 679.23 1,000.00 320.77
River Water Testing 82.11 100.00 17.89
St.Bots 350.00 350.00 0.00
St.Mary 640.00 640.00 0.00
Village Greens
Mowing 1,640.00 2,000.00 360.00
Posts & Rails 0.00 300.00 300.00
Stream 0.00 500.00 500.00
Trees 0.00 100.00 100.00
Xmas Tree 156.00 200.00 44.00
TOTAL Village Greens 1,796.00 3,100.00 1,304.00
War Memorial 165.00 120.00 -45.00
Wheeled Bin 414.48 800.00 385.52
TOTAL Pks Open Spa 5,850.69 8,605.00 2,754.31
Youth Club 600.00 600.00 0.00
TOTAL Run Costs 11,512.19 12,605.00 1,092.81
Section 137
Bags of Food 500.00 500.00 0.00
British Legion 99.99 100.00 0.01
BSEVC 50.00 50.00 0.00
Citizens Advice 100.00 100.00 0.00
CPRE (Suffolk Preservation Soc) 48.00 36.00 -12.00
Disability Advice Service 100.00 100.00 0.00
East Anglian Air Ambulance 100.00 100.00 0.00
Freshstart 50.00 50.00 0.00
GADS (Village Hall) 700.00 700.00 0.00
Headway 50.00 50.00 0.00
Lighthouse 100.00 100.00 0.00
Lunch Club 200.00 200.00 0.00
Primary School 604.00 0.00 -604.00
Scouts 160.00 160.00 0.00
Sflk Accid Resc 100.00 100.00 0.00
St Elizabeths Hospice 50.00 50.00 0.00
St.Botolphs Benefice Magazine 100.00 100.00 0.00
Starlight 50.00 50.00 0.00
Suffolk Family Carers 100.00 100.00 0.00
SWLT 100.00 100.00 0.00
TOTAL Section 137 3,361.99 2,746.00 -615.99
TOTAL EXPENSES 21,623.07 24,172.00 2,548.93

OVERALL TOTAL 2,520.00 -2,622.00 5,142.00



