Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 11" November, 2024
in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.

Present: - Councillors. C. Dow, A. Dunnett, J.Dunnett, G. Caryer, M. Rankin, R Youngman, Mrs J. Bignell,
Mrs.A.Willetts (in the chair), County Councillor E .Bryce, District Councillor C. Hedgley, and 10 members
of the public.

The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Princess Royal opened Ablitts Meadow
on the 7" December 2004. This is the 20th anniversary of her visit.

Agenda
1. Apologies for absence Councillors B .Cook, M. Harris, Dr. M. Mason

2. To receive member’s declarations of interest  No interests were declared.

3. Minutes The minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 6™ September, 2024 had been circulated
and were therefore taken as read. It was proposed by Mr. Caryer seconded by Mrs. Bignell that these minutes
be signed by the Chairman as a true record. Approved: 7 members voting for the motion 1 member abstained

The minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on the 28% October, 2024 had been circulated and
were therefore taken as read. It was proposed by Mrs. Willetts seconded by Mr. A. Dunnett that these minutes
be signed by the Chairman as a true record. Approved 7 members voting for the motion 1 member voted
against.

4. County Councillor’s Report County Councillor Elaine Bryce’s October Newsletter is published on the
Parish Council’s website Home Page — Important Documents https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/

Suffolk County Council have launched a pothole prevention programme ahead of the winter weather to target
areas of Suffolk’s road network that could worsen when the winter weather hits.

The Council is to offer interest-free loans to make homes more energy efficient and will offer interest-free loans
to help make residents” homes warmer, safer and cheaper to run.

Suffolk County Council is set on major investment to further protect Suffolk from flooding as it calls on the
Government to ‘step up’. Suffolk County Council has announced its intention to invest another £1.5 million to
carry out important flooding prevention work identified in initial flood investigation reports and calls on
Government to recognise ongoing impact of Storm Babet and fund £20 million of further prevention work
urgently needed. Extensive work already completed since Storm Babet including more than 111,000 drains
cleared and significant road repairs. This commitment comes as initial flood investigation reports have identified
that a further £20 million is needed to complete the work — a figure that the County Council can’t afford. The
Council has therefore written to the Flooding Minister, Emma Hardy MP, and demanded the government step up
and plug the funding gap.

Mrs. Willetts asked Mrs, Bryce to support the Parish Council’s objections to a recent Planning Application for
the demolishing of two garage blocks in Cranworth Close and to use the freed land to build 6 houses with what
the Parish Council, and residents, of the Close, consider inadequate parking provision. At the moment 40
vehicles are based there and will increase if the scheme is approved in its present form. Both the Parish Council
and residents considered that land scheduled for recreational use would be better used for parking.



County Councillor’s Report cont...

Councillors deeply regretted the closing of the YMCA Children’s Centre at /Grundisburgh Primary School.
Mrs. Bryce was urged to do whatever she could to stop the loss of a vital village asset. It was understood that
the reason for its closure was financial and that the Primary School did not have the finances to run an Early
Years Centre.

Mrs. Bryce, in response to an enquiry, said that the Parish Council, can directly commission Flowline to
undertake highways maintenance work. Flowline would need to follow all the usual NSWRA requirements, but
they are familiar with that as a contractor of Suffolk County Council.

Mr. Youngman complained that the camber on the B1079 opposite the entrant to Lower Road after major work
on the highway was worse than before. Mrs. Bryce will investigate.

5. District Councillor’s Report District Councillor Colin Hedgley’s full report is published on the Parish
Council’s Web Site Home Page - Important Documents https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/

The late Rachel Smith Mr. Hedgley reported that Planning Officer Rachel Smith a Senior Planning Office
recently died in her sleep. She was an outstanding planning officer. Philip Ridley the Head of Planning, has been
moved to another post, Head of Sizewell Planning. Ben Woolnough is now Head of Planning and Coastal
Management at East Suffolk Council.

Gravel Pit Application (SCC/0092/24SC/SCREEN) An application has been made for a scoping application for
a Gravel Pit and entrance track to be constructed on the border between Westerfield and Tuddenham and very
close to the Witnesham Parish Boundary. All Parish Councils are working together to object to this application.
A meeting of interested Parish Councils was held on 24th October and the MP, the County Councillor and

Mr. Hedgley attended. All traffic will access the site via a new track onto the main Westerfield Road. If an
application is approved there will be at least 160 lorry movements per day. But where do these lorries go when
diversions are in place? Apart from that Mr. Hedgley’s fear is that this will have a detrimental effect on
surrounding villages and both he and County Councillor Elaine Bryce will be watching very closely for a full
application. Mrs. Bryce emphasised her total opposition to this application. The Parish Council has registered
its objection. This is a Suffolk County Council area of the Planning System and East Suffolk Council is only a
Statutory Consultee. If approved it could be at least 16 years of heavy industrial use.

New Recycling Scheme A new recycling scheme has been agreed by East Suffolk Council which will require
extra wheelie bins to be delivered to every household. Further details will be promulgated soon and it will have
to take effect by 2026. Basically, residents will have two recycling bins and a food caddy. Bin emptying will
work on a 3 week cycle for some bins. (see last pages) Blue Bin recycling will contain glass, tins, cartons,
plastics. Green Bin recycling will contain paper and card. Brown Bin will be for garden waste. Black Bin will be
for refuse. Caddy (smaller than a wheelie) will be for bio-waste. Ie food waste.

Launch of 2024 rural transport survey The 2024 Suffolk County Council rural transport survey has been
launched. The survey is open until 30 November. Feedback will help us shape the requirements for future rural
transport services. via www.suffolk.gov.uk/LTP

East Suffolk Council’s Community Help Hub Has put together an Information and Resource Pack on Pension
Credit and other support available to pension age people. . This will be distributed to the Town Councils and
Parish Councils within our district to equip and enable them to support their own communities using their local
knowledge, groups and networks — raising awareness of Pension Credit and other support, and encouraging
people to check their eligibility and apply.




District Councillor’s Report cont...

Suffolk loft insulation offer The Suffolk Climate Change Partnership has teamed up with an insulation provider
to help Suffolk residents make their homes warmer and save money on their energy bills. Residents will receive
a 50% discount off their purchase of 200mm or 370mm wide insulation rolls (up to £200) with free delivery,
from High Loft, the UK's leading eco loft insulation brand. The offer is open to anyone in Suffolk and will only
close once the allocated funding has been spent. Simply go to www.highloft.co.uk/pages/suffolk-council-200-
loft-insulationcontribution and fill in the form to receive your discount code. To find out more click on this link
to visit the dedicated webpage on insulation

6. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Report

6.1 CIL payment On the 25" October an unexpected payment of £68,893.87 was transferred into the
Council’s Current Account from East Suffolk Council. This is a CIL payment from the Chapel Field
development. The Parish Council had no indication that further payments were on the way. Updated report
attached.

Several Councillors criticized the fact that no warning was received that this payment was due. The Clerk had
contacted East Suffolk Council who confirmed that this payment was correct,

6.2 Application for grants Grundisburgh Playing Field Management Committee requests a grant of £2,821.33
(excluding VAT) for the replacement of the Pavilion exterior doors and a grant of £750 (excluding VAT) for tree
surgery work on the Oak Tree in the garden of 7 Post Mill Close and the Playing Field. It was agreed that there
should be separate resolutions for this application.

Playing Field Exterior Doors
Mrs. Willetts proposed seconded by Mr. J. Dunnett, to unanimous approval, that the Parish Council should
award a grant of £2,821 + VAT for the replacement of the Playing Field exterior doors

Oak Tree

Some councillors expressed their opposition to the awarding of a grant to pay for the work on the Oak Tree
carried out by the owner’s Tree Surgeon. They considered the work did not adequately protect the newly laid
tennis courts from damage caused by falling leaves, sap and bird droppings. More branches overhanging the
tennis courts should have been removed as a report from the Tennis Club’s arboriculturist submitted to the
Playing Field Management Committee had recommended.

They also considered that the Tennis Club had not been not been satisfactorily consulted. Because of what
they considered was ineffective work carried out on the tree and the lack of consultation with the Tennis Club
the Parish Council should not pay for the work already carried out by the Tree Surgeon.

Mrs, Willetts explained that the Oak Tree is on the boundary of the Playing Field and half in the garden of the
Taylors, 7 Post Mill Close. After trying, for sometime, without success to get it covered by a TPO, she asked
Kevin Muttitt, the Parish Council’s Tree Warden, to advise as to whether he considered any work was needed
to the tree.

He produced a report which was agreed by the owners.-(the Taylors and the Playing Field Management
Committee.

The Tennis Club then forwarded, to Mrs. Willetts, a report they had commissioned from an arboriculturist. She
sent this to Mr. Muttitt, who after consultation with Tree Surgeon, Tom Roberts, recommended to the owners
that this was,

in their opinion, too much for the tree, and their recommendation of a lighter touch was approved.

At a site meeting on 12th October the proposed works were explained and approved. The Tennis Club were
invited but unable to attend.. The proposed works were unanimously endorsed at a meeting of the Playing Field
Management Committee on the 14th October.

She had apologised to the Tennis Club about the lateness of the invitation to the site meeting explaining that
the point of the meeting was to explain the reasons for the action to be taken.



Oak Tree cont...

The Parish Council plays no part in the management of the Tree which is the sole responsibility of the owners
Mr & Mrs. Taylor and the Grundisburgh Playing Field Management Committee.

The role of the Parish Council is limited to responding to this application to fund the cost of the Tree Surgery
work agreed by the owners and recommended by the Parish Council’s Tree Warden Mr. Muttitt and Tom Parker
— Tree Surgeon..

After further discussion Mrs. Willetts proposed seconded by Mr.Caryer, that the Parish Council should award a
grant of £750 + VAT for work on the Playing Field Oak Tree, Approved 5 members voting for 3 members
voting against.

7. Public Open Forum It was proposed by Mrs, Willetts seconded by Mr, Caryer that the formal meeting be
suspended and members of the public invited to address the meeting.

The following issues were raised

e  Weir Pond Green Mr. Franklin will dig pits to ascertain the water level. This information will be
vital in determining any further actions to minimise flooding in that area.

e LowerRoad A traffic survey was conducted before building commenced on Chapel Field and a
further survey will be conducted when the development is completed. ~ After data from both surveys
has been analysed a decision will be made about any traffic mitigation measures that are needed in
Lower Road.

o  East Suffolk Planning Alliance ~ Mr, Herries reported that the Community Engagement Group (CEG)
met at East Suffolk House, Melton on 3rd October 2024. The CEG will be triennial and the next
meeting will be in January 2025. The CEG was well attended, including the ESPA steering committee
members, East Suffolk Council Chief Executive, ESC Strategic Director, ESC Head of Planning and
Coastal Management, two District Councillors, Hedgley and Langdon-Morris (with ESPA).

e Tuddenham Development Mrs. Barbara Robinson — an ESPA steering committee member — thanked
the Parish Council for their support of the residents of Tuddenham St Martin in their battle against the
development of 25 new dwellings. Land Off Keightley Way Tuddenham St Martin. DC/22/3748/FUL.
The Parish Council had formally objected to this application,

Grundisburgh had suffered similarly in their fight against the building of 70 houses on /Chapel Field.
The problems that Grundisburgh encountered then - Tuddenham are facing now.

Mrs, Robinson said that Tuddenham Parish Council, because of this application, is so reduced in
numbers that it is not functional and could not agree to support a 26 page report by Tuddenham
Resident Objectors Group which is leading the fight against an appeal against non determination of
this application. The Group is seeking support from other organisations and Parish Councils.

Mr Rankin strongly objected to being asked to approve a document he had not seen. He could not vote
in support of a report he hadn’t been given the opportunity to examine. After a lengthy discussion the
Chairman closed the Public Open Forum

On return to the formal meeting Mrs. Willetts proposed, seconded by Mrs. Bignell that

“Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council supports the Report produced by the Tuddenham Residents Objectors
Group opposing the appeal against the non determination of Application DC/22/3748/FUL 25 new

dwellings. Land Off Keightley Way Tuddenham St Martin”

Approved 5 members voting for 3 members abstained.



8. Chapel Field development/Footpath 20

8.1 Footpath 20 Mrs. Willetts reported that the exact line of the surfacing of Footpath 20 on the Playing Field
had not been settled. A site meeting had been held with East Suffolk Council, Suffolk County Council PROW
Officers and Hopkins Homes. A line, marked out by Hopkins Homes on the Field, was not the walked line.

Mr. Garnham reminded the meeting that the original specification in the 106 agreement was a tarmac surface.
The Playing Field Management Committee objected and a stone type surface with no edging was substituted
through which grass can grow. The line of the path as laid out was impractical. A closure notice for footpath 20
dated 18™ November to 9 December had been published in the EADT.

Crushed glass had been observed in Footpath 51 on the Chapel Field development. A top dressing is to be
applied which should cover the glass.

8.2 Chapel Road Mr. Caryer reported that where a new cycle/footpath joins Chapel Road, opposite Chapel
Row, the hedge is obscuring visibility of vehicles travelling North on Chapel Road. A local resident is concerned
that there could be an accident as cyclists, people pushing prams etc., emerge from this path. This has been
reported twice to Hopkins Homes and receipt acknowledged.

9. Flooding Mr. Paul Franklin reported that on 31 October he and Geoff Caryer met with the Bast’s
gardening team and their preferred tree surgeon. Paul and Nick of “Finest Gardens Ltd”, have cleared a lot of
the undergrowth around the trees blocking the Gull River. The tree problem was revealed to comprise more than
Just the 3 trees initially identified. For example, multiple willow tree trunks are growing from one complicated
root system that criss crosses and blocks the much-reduced Gull.

The tree surgeon was confident he could remove tree trunks and JCB out all the root systems and we await
details on the proposed way forward. Mrs. Willetts would wite to the owner, Mr. Lambert, to urge work to
commence as soon as possible before the wet winter weather arrives.

Mr. Franklin confirmed that he will continue to clear undergrowth from the banks of the Gull, to check for
additional blockages and would appreciate any help that can be offered with this task

10. Planning  Mrs. Willetts reported.

10.1 Applications approved by East Suffolk Council since the last Parish Council meeting.
DC/24/1659/FUL Mistyleigh Boundary Farm Clopton Road Grundisburgh Installation of 20 ground mounted
Solar PV panels, connected to the property by underground cable - including the provision of battery storage.

DC/24/3275/TPO Akenfield Meeting Lane Grundisburgh Ash (T1 on plan) - Fell 1no. Sycamore (T2 on plan)

DC/24/2973/TCA Basts Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh. Submitted by Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish
Council. Permission to fell 3 trees. Mixed species (X on plan)

DC/24/3071/TCA 3 Laural Cottages, Rose Hill, Grundisburgh Robinia (T1 on plan) - Crown reduction up to
1.5 metres Holly (T2 on plan) - Crown reduction up to 1.5 metres.

10.2 Applications received since the last Parish Council meeting,

DC/24/3217/LBC DC/24/3216/FUL Purbrook House The Green Grundisburgh Listed Building Consent
Conversion of the existing butcher's shop to residential annexe. Conversion of the existing rear utility room, wc,
hall and butcher's store room to create an open plan kitchen and dining room, including repositioning of wc.
Formation of snug and boot room. Alterations to existing ensuite bathroom and wardrobes. Replacement of
existing sliding sash windows to front elevation, including the butcher's shop window, and side window to first
floor hideaway. Slightly amended scheme to previously approved.







