
Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 9th September, 2024 

in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh 

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations. 

Present: - Councillors. G.Caryer, A. Dunnett, J.Dunnett, M. Harris, Dr.M. Mason, M. Rankin, R Youngman, 
Mrs J. Bignell, Mrs.A.Willetts (in the chair), County Councillor E .Bryce, District Councillor C. Hedgley, and 
15 members of the public. 

Lloyds Bank Tour of Brittain Cycle Race 8th September 2024 
The Chairman said she would like to start the meeting on what she considers to be a major high for our 
community' 
Yesterday the atmosphere on the Village Green was wonderful, everyone enjoying themselves, grinning from ear 
to ear. 
YES, everything was FREE, even the cowbells. 
A big thank you firstly to John Ager for suggesting to me that we should apply for the grant offered by East 
Suffolk Council if the Parish Council were willing to do something for the Tour of Britain Cycle Race. 
The Scouts very willingly agreed to provide a barbeque. 
The Parish Council paid for all the food with our grant; hot dogs, 6 varieties of cake, tea, coffee and soft drinks. 
Thanks to the Parish Councillors who volunteered to help Geoff Caryer, Mike Harris and Mark Mason. 
We managed to put up the Church's large Gazebo under the instruction of Robert Fletcher on Saturday and 
were very pleased when it was still there when we returned on Sunday morning. 
Thanks to lain Langdon we had a power supply for the Urns, and Heather Langdon & Chris Garnham we had 
cakes. Thanks go to Mike Harris and family, Chris & Richard Garnham, Charlotte Ramsey and Mark Mason 
who served a very grateful public. Thanks to Alison Banham and the Scouts for super Hot Dogs. 
Very importantly thanks to all who stayed or returned to make sure we left the Village Green just as we had 
found it in almost pristine condition,just waiting for one more weekend of work from Chris and Allan's Gang. 
THANK YOU GRUND/SBURGH, WE WERE ON TV". 

1. Apologies for absence Councillors B. Cook & .C. Dow. 

Mr.I.Rawson resigned as Parish Councillor on the 31st August. . East Suffolk Council have been informed and 
the bye election process has commenced. 

2. To receive member's declarations of interest No interests were declared. 

3. Minutes The minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 8th July, 2024 had been circulated and were 
therefore taken as read. It was proposed by Mrs. Bignell seconded by Mr. Harris that these minutes be signed 
by the Chairman as a true record. Approved: 8 members voting for the motion I member voted against. 

The minutes ofan Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on the 29th July, 2024 had been circulated and 
were therefore taken as read. It was proposed by Mrs. Bignell seconded by Mrs. Willetts, to unanimous 
approval of those members who attended, that these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from these minutes. 

4. County Councillor's Report County Councillor Elaine Bryce's full report is published on the Parish 
Council's Web Site Home Page - Important Documents https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/ 
Mrs. Bryce invited anyone who had questions concerning her report to contact her. 

She thanked the volunteers who had carried out the Village Spruce Up on the 17th August and was pleased that 
the forecourt of the Old Forge Stores had, at last, been resurfaced. Mrs. Bryce had attended the celebrations on 
the Village Green welcoming the Tour of Britain Cycle Race and congratulated the organisers. 

The effects of flooding caused by Storm Babet were still being felt. Applications for a £5,000 grant to make the 
homes of those affected more resilient to future floods are available until April 2025. Investigations as to the 
causes are being held. She agreed with questioners that the Environmental Agency had a big responsibility 
which, it was felt, they were not fulfilling .. 

1 



County Councillor's Report cont ... 
Road works on the BI 079/Lower Road entrance are on schedule. Several councillors felt that the County and 
East Suffolk Councils should have used their powers to stop what they considered pointless and unnecessary 
work. 
She will chase the issuing of a Licence for verge work at Grund is burgh Comer. 

5. District Councillor's Report District Councillor Colin Hedgley's full report is published on the Parish 
Council's Web Site Home Page - Important Documents https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/ 
Mr. Hedgley congratulated the Parish Council for the celebrations it had provided for the Toum of Britain 
Cycle Race visit to Grundisburgh. 
He was very concerned at a planning application for a new Quarry SE of the Fynn Valley Golf Club which 
could produce serious traffic problems for the area. 
East Suffolk Council planning decisions are being delayed because of changes in the department's staff .. 
Changes to recycling management will result in householders being issued with an additional bin, for paper and 
cardboard. 

6. Community Infrastructure (CIL) Report 
An application has been received from Grundisburgh Tennis Club, which had been circulated to councillors 
prior to the meeting, for a grant of£55.000 towards the cost of floodlighting the playing field tennis courts. 

After discussion it was unanimously agreed that a decision should be deferred until the proposal had been 
presented to the Grundisburgh Playing Field \Management Committee and Planning Permission granted by East 
Suffolk Council. 

Mr John Dunnett, at the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on the 29th July, requested that the purchase of a 
Beacon and Street Signs for Wood Farm Road, Elm Tree Farm Lane and Gull Lane should be considered. 
Mr. Dunnett felt that the provision of a Beacon did not have the support of the Council. The Clerk had carried 
out research, which he had passed on to Mr. Dunnett, which included Fire Regulations which stated that Beacons 
should be located at least 60m away from buildings, roads, railways and public rights of way which would prohibit 
installing a Beacon on the Village Green or Playing Field. The Scouts are considering installing a Beacon at 
theirnew HQ. 

7. Public Open Forum It was proposed by Mrs. Willetts seconded by Mr. Harris to unanimous approval, 
that the formal meeting be suspended, and members of the public invited to address the meeting. The following 
issues were raised. 

Tennis Courts Floodlighting 
• Light pollution should be a consideration. 
• CIL money would be better spent on upgrading the Playing Field Pavilion. 
• A Public Meeting should be held. It was pointed out that the public are welcomed at Grundisburgh 

Playing Field Management Committee meetings. 
• In answering criticism a representative of the Tennis Club said the club is not privileged or exclusive, it 

is the cheapest club in the district offering family membership for £2.00 per week. It published 
membership information, fees and news on its Web Site, Grundisburgh & District News, News Group 
and Social Media,. It is working with the Playing Field Management Committee and neighbours 
concerning its plans for floodlighting the tennis courts. 

East Suffolk Planning Alliance (ESPA) 
• ESPA and East Suffolk Council will be holding the first agreed Community Engagement Group 

meeting at East Suffolk House in Melton on the 3rd October. ESPA will be attending this meeting on 
behalf of our 55 affiliated Town/Parish Councils/Resident Groups who have experienced similar 
difficulties during negotiations with ESC planners. ESPA has no funds. 

Scouts 
• The Scouts received £110 in donations at the Tour of Britain Cycle Race celebrations on the Village 

Green. The provision of a Beacon on the new HQ site is being considered. 
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8. Chapel Field development/Footpath 20 
Mrs. Willetts reported that the Oak Tree in the garden of 7 Post Mill Close which overhangs Footpath 20 and the 
tennis courts had been assessed by two tree surgeons who gave differing opinions on how the tree should be 
managed. A site meeting is being arranged to resolve the matter. 

A site meeting with Hopkins Homes, Suffolk County Council Rights of Way (PROW) and the Playingfield 
Management Committee to resolve the issues concerning the section of Footpath 20 on the Playing Field is yet 
to be arranged, due to holiday arrangements at the PROW department. 

9 Flooding Mr. Caryer reported. 
The Parish Council has received from East Suffolk District Council a number of"Emergency Preparedness 
Guides", initially aimed at properties in danger of flooding, but of wider relevance. 
It was agreed to publicise via Grundisburgh News and make available via a suitable location (e.g. Williams 
Stores). 

10. Planning 
10.1 Applications approved by East Suffolk Council since last Parish Council meeting. 
DC/24/1579/VOC Variation of Condition 2 of DC/22/1146/FUL Construction of detached bungalow - To 
substitute new attached drawing to those approved. Land Adjacent To 3 Pine Grove Grundisburgh IP13 6UL 
This is the site with permission to build a 2 bed bungalow. The Parish Council objected in the strongest possible 
terms to this applications The footprint of the proposed 3 bedroomed 2 bath room bungalow with double garage 
is far larger than the existing permission. The Parish Council objections were ignored. Highways considered 
that there was no problem with access in Lower Road. 

DC/24/1943/TCA Green Bank South The Street Grundisburgh. Silver Birch (Tl on plan) - Reduce height by 3 
metres and prune side by 2.5 metres 

DC/24/2070/FUL Meadowcroft Meeting Lane Grundisburgh 
Dormer Extension at First Floor Level 

DC/24/1659/FUL Mistyleigh Boundary Farm Clopton Road Grundisburgh 
Installation of20 ground mounted Solar PV panels, connected to the property by underground cable - including 
the provision of battery storage. 

DC/24/1069/FUL. Retrospective application Basketrnakers Cottage Woodbridge Road Grundisburgh. 
To remove and replace along the front boundary of the property: 
i) all of the old wooden panel fencing wooden posts; 
ii) the old wooden driveway field gate its wooden posts; 
iii) the old wooden picket fencing and wooden picket fencing gate and its wooden posts 

DC/24/2432/P3R Prior Notification. Stanaway Farm, Charity Lane, Otley. Change ofuse of existing farm 
building to commercial use (BS Storage and Distribution) 
Objections sent Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council object in the strongest possible terms to the above 
proposal. BS Storage and Distribution use for this redundant farm building is a major change ofuse in this area. 
Charity Lane is a narrow single-track road with no purpose-built passing places. The bland term used by Hollins 
Architects Surveyors & Planning Consultants in their planning statement The site has an existing access, and 
the change of use is likely to have a neutral effect on vehicle movements; Therefore, the local highway network 
will not be negatively impacted. shows just how little local knowledge has been gained during their consultation. 
The local authority would have no control over the size of vehicle accessing the site. When combined with the 
existing commercial use at the site, the cumulative impact would result in a high level of activity at this rural 
site. 
The statuary consultees do not mention the narrowness of Charity Lane or the group of residential properties at 
Grundisburgh Comer. Their lived experience on the lane is no longer one of countryside tranquillity but the 
creeping daily increase in traffic. No longer seasonal agricultural vehicles but HGV's using Charity Lane 
increasingly as a rat run to avoid the ever-increasing difficulties on the B 1078 and B 1079. 
The College and the Farm traffic are both seasonal - this application would see a steep increase in regular traffic 
accessing the storage and distribution site. The safety of those living and working on Charity Lane will be 
impacted 24/7 by this escalating change of use. The lane is signed officially as unsuitable for HGV's. 
Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council would urge East Suffolk Council to refuse this proposal at this stage. 
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Planning -Applications approved Stanaway Farm cont ... 
Otley Parish Clerk, sent following comment Otley Parish Council has read and reviewed the documentation for 
this Planning Application and while on balance they have No Objection they would like to highlight that the 
change of use will lead to an increase in traffic on what is a small country lane. It should also be noted that the 
lane is not suitable for HGVs vehicles. 

10.2 Applications still outstanding. 
DC/24/1471/FUL 2 Apple Tree Cottages Otley Road, Grundisburgh 
Construction of a new detached double garage 

DC/24/2113/TPO 5 Thomas Walls Close Grundisburgh. 
Al ofTPO No. 29 / 1987 lno. Hawthorn (Tl on plan) - Fell lno. Sycamore (T2 on plan) - Crown lift by 
removing six lowest branches back to trunk, and prune back upper side branches by 2 metres over neighbours 
property 

DC/24/0031/FUL Elm Tree Farm, Wood Farm Road, Grundisburgh. Conversion of existing redundant 
agricultural buildings to provide four residential dwellings including the demolition of the large general-purpose 
barns, a silo and an additional covered storage building present on the site plus access and landscaping with 
associated private amenity space, parking and replacement cartlodges at the site. No documents posted since 
May 10th. 

DC/24/1237/FUL Grundisburgh Baptist Chapel, Chapel Lane, Grundisburgh. 
Change of Use ofredundant building (class Fl (f) to create three dwellings (class C3) and associated 
landscaping. 
Comments sent 16th June, 2024 No documents posted since June 17th 

10.3 Applications Received since the last Parish Council meeting. 
DC/24/2973/TCA Basts Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh Submitted by Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish 
Council Permission to fell 3 trees. Mixed species (X on plan) 

DC/24/3071/TCA 3 Laural Cottages, Rose Hill, Grundisburgh Robinia (Tl on plan) - Crown reduction up to 
1.5 metres Holly (T2 on plan) - Crown reduction up to 1.5 metres. 

11. East Suffolk Community Partnerships No report. 

12. Financial_Matters The Clerk reported. 
12.1 2023/2024 Audit The Audit has been satisfactorily completed and the Notice of Conclusion of Audit 
published on the Parish Council/s Notice Board and Web Site .. 

12.2 Letters of thanks Received from Citizens Advice and l " Grun dis burgh Scouts. 

Mr. R. A. Youngman 
Communities Together East Anglia 
East Suffolk Services Limited 
Mr. R.Fletcher 
Mr.I.Ager 

Vertas Group Limited 
CPRE 

12.3 Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time 
Grundisburgh Village Hall £42.00 Hall Hire 20/05/2024 Annual Parish Meeting 
Anglian Water Business (National) Ltd £59.08 Allotment water charges 
Grundisburgh PCC £300.00 Baby & Toddler Group - Donation from Paul Garwood 

& Lucy Nightingale - cleaning bus shelters 
£417 .86 Annual Parish Meeting - Catering 
£50.00 Replacement cheque 103355 
£62.41 St.Mary's wheeled bin 

£520.00 Village Green - Mowing May 
£513.05 Clerk's Salary June/July 2024 
£67.64 Clerk's Expenses June/July 2024 
£128.20 Employers PAYE paid to HM Revenue & Customs 
£298.86 Playing Field Grass Cutting - 01/07/2024 - 30/09/2024 
£72.00 Annual subscription 

£500.00 De-silting Village Green Stream I" Grundisburgh Scouts 

It was proposed by Mr. Harris seconded by Mrs. Bignell, to unanimous approval, that these payments be 
ratified. 
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FinancialMatters cont ... 
12.4 Emergency payments made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders 
East Suffolk Council 
Mr. R. Fletcher 
HM Revenue & Customs 
Grundisburgh Village Hall 
PKF Littlejohn LLP 
East Suffolk Services Limited 
Mr.C.Dow 
Mr.R. Fletcher 

Highway Assurance Ltd 
Mr.C.Dow 
Williams Store 
Mr.G.Caryer 
Anglian Water Business (National) Ltd 

£98.75 Printing-Annual Parish Meeting 
£170.00 Village Green grass cutting - June 
£128.20 Income Tax 

£9.60 Committee Room B1079 Meeting 12 July 
£378.00 Audit Fee 2023/2024 
£62.40 St Mary's wheeled bin 

£438.45 Village Maintenance 
£260.00 Village Green Mowing July 
£165.00 War Memorial Yew Hedge cut 

£4,427.54 Old Forge Store forecourt - resurfacing 
£222.20 Village Maintenance 
£27.36 Dog Waste Bags 

£145.01 Insurance=- Grundisburgh Conservation Group 
£15.23 Allotment Water Charges 

12.5 Payments received since the last meeting 
East Suffolk Council £500.00 Grant- Tour of Brittain Cycle Race 

12.6 Other payments requiring approval 
Mr.J.Ager 

HM Revenue & Customs 
Lunch Club 
Business Services at CAS Ltd 
Grundisburgh Primary School 

£513.05 Clerk's Salary August/September 2024 
£58.59 Clerk's Expenses 
£83 .00 RBL Remembrance Wreaths 
£22.74 Printer Toner Cartridge 
£128.20 Income Tax 
£200.00 Grant 
£536.I I Insurance renewal from 01/10/2024 

£10,392.00 Reconfiguration of Atrium 

It was proposed by Dr. Mason seconded by Mr. Harris, to unanimous approval, that these payments be made. 

12.7 Account Balances as at 9 September 2024 
Business Premium Account £127,545.22 
Current Account £12,774.26 
Post Office Investment Account NIL 
VAT to claim £4,691.61 
TOTAL £145,011.09 

12.8 Budget Report Attached. 

13 Roads and Transport Mr. G. Caryer reported. 
A Culpho resident has suggested that a traffic survey be carried out, to get a better understanding of the volumes 
and speed of traffic. They asked for guidance on the cost of a survey from Suffolk Highways (the tube strip 
attached to a recording box). 
Response from County Council Highways: 
A survey is possible here, but I'm not sure what it would tell us, as we may not have any data to compare it to. I 
would expect that traffic volumes have increased, as they have on many of our roads, and with new 
developments in the area, this will no doubt be the case. In terms of speed, as it's NSL (a 60), !would 
anticipate the average speeds are around the 40mph mark. If the end goal is to just determine speeds for 
reference, then by all means we can undertake a survey. If the resident would like to consider a reduction in 
speed limit, I would advise they have a little look at our speed limit policy to gauge whether they feel it's 
suitable. 
To view East Suffolk Council's Speed Limit Policy 
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/imported/speed-limit-policy.pdf 
There are two types of survey, tubes (£435) and radar (£390) plus VAT for both. We could also possibly use our 
SID with the display turned off. 
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14 Footpaths & Conservation 
Proposal to begin negotiations to lease land adjoining the allotments through to Meeting Lane as a 
Conservation Area. 
This piece ofland, with the area now used as allotments, was originally part of the curtilage ofThistleton, The 
Street, Grundisburgh and is owned by R.J. Isbell & Son (East Anglia) Ltd. The Parish Council manages the 
allotments under an agreement with the owners dated 9th February 1999. 

This land has for many years been hired by a resident who for health reasons is having to give up this 
arrangement. 

The proposal is that the Parish Council should take over the management of the area under a management 
agreement with the owner. 

There are various ways in which the area could be conserved e.g. rewilding, wild flower meadow. Greenways 
Countryside Project could be consulted. It could be used as a Nature Study area by Grundisburgh Primary 
School who shares a boundary with the site. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the site's owner expressing the Parish council's interest in managing 
the site and asking the form and length of the agreement he would require. 

The length of the lease would be critical in devising a management plan for the area. 

15 Village Maintenance Mr. A. Dunnett reported. 
The Village Spruce Up on the 17th August was carried out on the Village Green area by 20 volunteers and was 
very well received by the community with more than 140 'likes' via the village Facebook Page. 
The three benches were stained, white posts and rails painted, directional sign post painted - the roundel is 
undergoing an extensive refurbishment by Mr. Bagley .. 

A further session is planned for Saturday 21st September focusing on the Village Green Bus Shelter, Lamp Post 
and the Village Sign. 

A survey was conducted to assess what road signs need to be replaced. Some are OK, others illegible and 
broken, many signs should be replaced. It is recommendation at this moment is that the Parish Council purchase 
the following replacements: 

• 10 No. 300mmm 30mph Signs 
• A 'Triangular Try Your Brakes' and 'Ford' signs 

Chris Dow and Allen Dunnett carried out sign improvements along the B 1079 between its junction with Ipswich 
Road and Lower Road. They cut back obstructing foliage and hedges and cleaned the signs. A sign was 
salvaged from the post broken by a hedge trimmer and added this to SID's post. The tatty Grundisburgh sign 
was removed so that the lettering can be replaced. 

16. To receive reports from Council representatives to village organisations 
16.1 SAVIO 
Mr, Caryer reported that he had Attended a meeting held on 22nd August 2024 by Zoom. 
A volunteer is needed to take on the SA VID Treasurer role coming up at the AGM. 
Future 2024 dates: 
16th Sept. - Suffolk Rural Freshers Fair - student engagement - SA VID reps supporting the ESC Community 
Partnership stand 
17th Sept. - Suffolk/Norfolk Police Community Speed Watch Action Day 
30th Sept. - deadline for SA VID reps to share new Road Safety Week activity ideas 
31st Oct. 6.30pm - next SA VID meeting (Zoom) 
14th Nov. 6.30pm - SAVIO AGM (Martlesham Parish Room) 
17th - 23rd November - UK Road Safety Week - coordinated SA VID activities 

16.2 Grundisburgh Playing Field Management Committee 
Mr. Caryer reported that Mr. Richard Garnham (Chairman) and Mrs. Joanna Crowe (Treasurer) have indicated 
that they wish to step down from these roles and have asked for volunteers to take over. For more information 
contact Richard on email rickgamhama@hotrnail.com, Tel 01473738139, Mob 07767887610. 
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