Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 14" July, 2025
in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.
Present: - Messrs. G.Caryer, E. Dingman, C. Dow, A. Dunnett, J.Dunnett, M. Harris, R. Youngman,
Mrs J. Bignell, Mrs.A.Willetts (in the chair), District Councillor C Hedgley County Councillor E. Bryce

and 8 members of the public.

1. Apologies for absence = Messrs. B. Cook, M. Mason, M. Rankin

2. To receive member’s declarations of interest No interests were declared.

3. Minutes The minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 27" May 2025 had been circulated and
were therefore taken as read. It was proposed by Mr. Harris seconded by Mr. Dow that these minutes be
signed by the Chairman as a true record. Approved 8 members voted for, one member abstained.

4. District Councillor’s Report District Councillor Colin Hedgley’s full report is published on the Parish
Council’s Web Site Home Page - Important Documents https://srundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/

Westerfield Quarry A planning application is expected any time soon.

Cranworth Close Planning Application Mr. Hedgley had again written to Flagship Housing Association asking
for an update on Cranworth Close parking problems and the suggestions he put to them some months ago. He
also, in his original e mail, made them aware of the resident’s preferences. He is awaiting a reply.

Otley College HGV training. The resolution of the planning application is expected by the end of this week.

Tour of Brittain Cycle Race The first stage on September 2™ is starting in Woodbridge ending in Southwold and
will pass through Culpho and Grundisburgh.

Orwell Bridge When the current repairs are completed work on the Westerfield Road will commence. Traffic
delays and diversions will continue.

Lyttleton Meadow Mr.J.Dunnett requested that the hedge bordering the B1079 be cut.
S. County Councillor’s Report

County Councillor Elaine Bryce June 2025 Parish Newsletter is published on the Parish Council’s Web Site
Home Page - Important Documents https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/

Devolution A new survey giving residents the opportunity to shape the future of councils and public services in
Suffolk has been launched.

Plug In Suffolk Car Clubs On Wednesday 11 June, six electric vehicles were placed in three locations across
Suffolk for communities to use as part of the Plug In Suffolk Car Club.

Success for Flood Investigations and Grants team The team set up to help Suffolk in the wake of Storm Babet
has won the Small Team of the Year Award at the Local Government Chronicle awards.

Ipswich Northern Bypass Suffolk County Council voted in favour of a motion backing the bypass with a majority
of 12.. Mrs. Bryce voted against the motion and expressed her deep disappointment and felt it was a hammer
blow to the villages north of Ipswich.




6. Public Open Forum It was proposed by Mrs. Willetts seconded by Mr. J. Dunnett, to unanimous
approval, that the formal meeting be suspended and members of the public invited to address the meeting.
The following issues were raised.

Lower Road Traffic A resident living in Lower Road strongly disagreed with the County Council’s
Highways Officer’s assessment of traffic surveys conducted on the 1 — 7 March 2024 and

13 —19 June 2025 in which he maintained that “With speeds at 20mph mark, we feel there would be
no need for any form of traffic calming or similar”. A recent incident where a car left the road and
mounted the verge emphasised the need for traffic calming measures.  The Roads & Transport Sub
Committee will examine the report at its next meeting on the 28 July.

Flooding Mr. Franklin thanked John Ager and Richard Youngman for their help and advise in his
flood prevention work in the village. A Section 19 Report on damage suffered in Grundisburgh due
to Storm Babet had been submitted to East Suffolk Council.

Basts — flooding ~ Mr. Paul Franklin read the following statement.

“John Ager kindly copied me two letters, the first dated 29 May 2025 which expressed the resolution
made at the meeting held on the 27" May 2025 concerning two of the three contractors for work at
Basts. This letter referred to the “considerable amount of work clearing the Gull” that 1 had performed
during the preceding year.

The second (reply) letter from Ms Bonython and Mr. Adams to John Ager dated 9™ June 2025 was less
complimentary viz “Although it is our priority to ensure the Gull is cleared properly it is our intention
to manage the area of concern with a degree of conservation of the environs, given previous activities
undertaken (that were not under our direction) appear to have done little to resolve the routing of the
Gull and have caused damage to the surrounding area.

As I have been denigrated in this letter I feel I have the Right of Reply to set the record straight and
would like the following to be included in this Meetings Minutes

Not under our direction. 1 was given specific approval when I visited on the 7% February 2025 to
continue my clearance work by Ms K Bonython (previously approved by Mr. Lambert)

Have caused damage - If | had not done some clearance work, none of the contractors would have been
able to see the scale of the problem in the Gull. |I estimate a contractor would have charged £500+

. I worked willingly for free with Mr. Lamberts gardeners leaving the site more wildlife amenable.”

A discussion followed Mr. Franklin’s statement when he was thanked for the amazing work he had
carried out following the damage in Grundisburgh caused by Storm Babet in October 2023.

Flood prevention will be an agenda item at the next meeting of the Footpaths & Conservation Sub
Committee.

Pipes Corner  This area is often flooded after rain. The gulleys need clearing.

7. Planning Report Mrs. Willetts reported.
7.1 Applications approved by East Suffolk Council since last the Parish Council meeting.

DC/25/0546/FUL Meadowside Woodbridge Road Grundisburgh
1.5 storey side extension and replacement cartlodge/outbuilding.

DC/24/0031/FUL Elm Tree Farm, Wood Farm Road, Grundisburgh. Conversion of existing redundant
agricultural buildings to provide four residential dwellings including the demolition of the large general-purpose
barns, a silo and an additional covered storage building present on the site plus access and landscaping with
associated private amenity space, parking and replacement cartlodges at the site.

No objections to TCA applications since the last Parish Council meeting.
DC/25/1601/TCA The Gables The Green Grundisburgh Mixed species (T1, T2, T3, T5, T6, T16 on plan) Fell



Planning Report cont...

7.2 Applications received since the last Parish Council meeting.

DC/25/2197/VOC Fen Bungalow Variation of Condition 2 of DC/24/4569/FUL Lower Road - Revised location
and design for the garage. Amended roof design and windows for the east end of the bungalow, matching the
approved new roof configuration for the west end. Awaiting decision

DC/25/2235/FUL Basketmakers Cottage Proposed Cart Lodge Woodbridge Road Grundisburgh
Awaiting decision

7.3 Applications still outstanding.
DC/25/0319/FUL Hill Farm, Hill Farm Road, Grundisburgh Conversion and alteration of barn to form self-build
dwelling

DC/25/0320/LBC Hill Farm Hill Farm Road Listed Building Consent - Conversion and alteration of barn to
form self build dwelling

DC/25/0324/FUL Hill Farm, Hill Farm Road, Grundisburgh Conversion and alteration of barn to form self-build
dwelling

DC/25/0325/LBC Hill Farm, Hill Farm Road Listed Building Consent Conversion and alteration of barn to form
self-build dwelling

DC/25/1680/FUL 35 Stoney Road Demolition of existing single-storey living room and porch. Single and two
storey extensions and alterations inclusive of additional solar panels, additional hard-standing/car parking, and
replacement garden store structure.

DC/25/1780/ADN Field Adjacent B1079 Opposite Junction With Lower Road Woodbridge Road, Non-
Illuminated Advertisement Consent - Constructed from oak planking Field Adjacent B1079 1.8m x 0.7m . To be
mounted on wooden posts. The top of the sign will be 2.1m high

DC/24/2113/TPO 5 Thomas Walls Close Grundisburgh. A1 of TPO No. 29 / 1987 1no. Hawthorn (T1 on plan)
- Fell 1no. Sycamore (T2 on plan) - Crown lift by removing six lowest branches back to trunk, and prune back
upper side branches by 2 metres over neighbours property

DC/24/1237/FUL  Grundisburgh Baptist Chapel, Chapel Lane, Grundisburgh. Change of Use of redundant
building (class F1 (f) to create three dwellings (class C3) and associated landscaping.

Comments sent 16th June, 2024

Highways still objecting to vehicular access July 1%

Notice is hereby given that the County Council as Highway Authority make the following comments: The
proposed shared vehicle access is considered acceptable following the submission of visibility splays. However,
the proposed single access cannot provide adequate visibility splays within land owned by the applicant or the
public highway and vehicle turning would occur on the junction of Chapel Road/Chapel Lane. We recommend
that the applicant considers a shared access arrangement for all dwellings where suitable visibility splays can
be secured as shown. We are not in a position to support the proposed southern vehicle access. Therefore, it is
suggested that this is omitted firom the proposal.

The 5 spaces shown on the revised plan does not allow for any visitor parking on this site where on street
parking is problematic at the junction of Chapel Lane and Chapel Road. Suggest the Parish Council write asking
for more off street parking on the area proposed which has an established parking

DC/24/2708/FUL Land off Stoney Road Grundisburgh Change of use of the land for the p: .weu €rction of @
scout hall and use of the land for scouting activities. Still outstanding issues

DC/24/3618/ARM Land off Cranworth Close Approval of Reserved Matters of DC/22/1609/OUT -
Further comments sent after approval given at the last Parish Council meeting 27" May.



Planning Report cont...
12th June 2025
DC/22/1609/0UT Land off Cranworth Close, Grundisburgh Construction of up to six dwellings (Class C3),
provision of parking, hard and soft landscaping, access, open space and other associated works.
DC/24/3618/ARM Land Off Cranworth Close Grundisburgh.
Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council have grave concerns concerning these applications. Flagship Group’s
Statement of Community Involvement report included within both applications gives a different impression of
the resident’s opinions than that gained by the Parish Council at the two Extraordinary meetngs held on
May18th 2022, with 18 residents of Cranworth Close present and 28th October 2024 with 15 residents present.
The main objections of Cranworth Close residents at both meetings were
e Parking is very problematic at the moment and will only worsen with the addition of more homes. e Delivery,
Service and Bin Collection vehicles have great difficulty in manoeuvring in the Close.
e A survey revealed that currently there are 40 cars based in the Close and this could increase as

several mainly elderly residents do not own a vehicle. New tenants are likely to be car owners.
e Difficulties in finding a parking space could lead to Anti Social behaviour.
e There is no need for a communal green area in the centre of the site as the Village Green is very close. This
area could be better used for car parking.
» Difficulties with parking vans and lorries whenever any works or repairs were being carried out on existing
properties
These comments differ greatly to the impressions given in Flagship Groups’ Statement of Community
Involvement outlined below and submitted as part of both DC/22/1609/OUT and DC/24/3618/ARM

“5.0 Continued Engagement
5.1 Flagship Group has undertaken substantial engagement with the community in advance of submitting a
planning application to ensure local stakeholders have had an opportunity to comment on the emerging
proposals.
5.2 This Statement of Community Involvement demonstrates that Flagship Group is committed to thorough and
meaningful public consultation. The submission of the planning application does not mark the end of this
engagement.
5.3 Flagship Group will continue to communicate regularly and openly with all stakeholders throughout the
planning process and, should permission be granted, subsequently during the construction phase.
6.0 Conclusion

6.1 In conclusion, this Statement of Community Involvement has demonstrated that a comprehensive and
thorough process of engagement with the local community and wider stakeholders has taken place in
preparation for this proposal. This has been conducted through different engagement strategies to understand
the needs of the local community via meetings with the Town Council; text message and written surveys; an
online poll and opportunities for 1-2-1 conversations.

6.2 On this basis, it has been demonstrated that the actions taken by Flagship Group are in accordance with
East Suffolk Council’s Statement of Community Involvement guidance, and the requirement to consult the local
community, as set out in the NPPF. Wherever possible, issues raised during the various consultations have been
incorporated into, or are addressed, within the submitted proposals.”

The Parish Council would like to point out that no Town Council has ever been involved in any consultation but
this slip does show exactly the level of factual detail involved in this so called Statement of Community
Involvement. District Councillor Colin Hedgley has asked questions on behalf of the worried residents of
Cranworth Close in November, 2024 and in January, 2025 but as of today has received no acknowledgement, no
answers.



Planning Report cont...
District Councillor Colin Hedgley even wrote to Daniel Salliss Biodiversity and Land Manager Flagship the
following letter.

1 am most concerned regarding a plot of land in Cranworth Close, Grundisburgh. (Adjacent IP13 6SZ)
Somewhere in your organisation the policy appears to be that it should remain an open space for the enjoyment
of local (i.e. Cranworth Close) Flagship residents. However, they have made it abundantly clear both to me
personally and at a public meeting held in Grundisburgh Parish Room that they would prefer it made into a car
parking area.
1 .When every resident is at home, which is more often than not, the parked cars in the road make

Cranworth Close impassable.
2. Elderly residents have difficulty accessing their own firont doors because their own transport has to be left in
another road.
3. An ambulance, recently, could not gain access to a very senior lady who needed assistance.
4. “We all have gardens we do not need more grass” Their words not mine.
5. “We want room to park our cars off road.” Again from the residents.
6. The residents have the full support of the Parish Council and its Chairman Cllr Ann Willetts

Could you please use your good offices and lobby your colleagues to consider the cries of Cranworth Close
residents? Or pass this e mail to the relevant manager.

Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council are concerned that a very real opportunity to improve the Cranworth
Close area for existing and future residents alike could be lost by trying to

a) cram the site with 6 new properties rather than 4.

b) Green wash the site rather than provide much needed extra parking.

c) ignore the existing parking problems with vehicles already flooding over onto Stoney Road.

In view of what is outlined above please listen and respond to the very real concerns of Cranworth Close
residents.
John Ager — Parish Clerk Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council

As of July 9% District Councillor Colin Hedgley has received no further information.

DC/24/4253/FUL_ Otley College Of Agriculture And Horticulture Charity Lane Otley Suffolk HGV
training facility for Otley College for HGV's up to 18.75m.

Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council sent in objections to the proposed Quarry at Westerfield Road,
Westerfield, and have contributed to the fund set up to object. The submission of a full planning application is
awaited on this site in ancient rolling farmland north east of Westerfield village centre accessed from the eastern
side of Westerfield Road directly south of The Fynn Valley Golf Club. As soon as the planning application is
submitted the Clerk will inform Councillors and residents on google groups and the village facebook page,

Footpath 20/51 still on going.
Planning Sub Committee =~ The Committee will meet on the 21% July in the Parish Rooms
8. Flooding  The subject had been extensively discussed under Item 6 Public Open Forum.

9. Lower Road Traffic The attached Report will be dealt with by the Roads & Transport Sub Committee
when it meets on the 28" July .

10. Devolution Ipswich Borough Council’s plans for a Greater Ipswich Authority would include
Grundisburgh and Culpho plus many more communities including Felixstowe Martlesham, Bealings, Playford,
Tuddenham, Witnesham, Henley, Claydon, Helmingham, Gosbeck, and Coddenham and would give clear and
explicit encouragement for them to pursue the northern bypass.

It was generally agreed that to be included in an urban authority would not be beneficial for the villages and that
gathering like minded villages together in a group similar to ESPA to fight Ipswich Borough Councils proposals
was advocated.

11. East Suffolk Planning Alliance (ESPA) No report






