
Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on the 27th May 2025 

in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh 
NOTICES had been posted according with regulations. 

Present: - Messrs. G.Caryer, E. Dingman, M. Rankin, C. Dow, A. Dunnett, J.Dunnett, R. Youngman, Mrs J. Bignell, 
Mrs.A.Willetts (in the chair), District Councillor C Hedgley and 6 members of the public. 

I. Apologies for absence Mr. M. Harris, Dr.M.Mason 

2. Election of Chairman Mr.Caryer proposed seconded by Mr. Dow that Mrs.A. Willetts be elected Chairman and, without 
further nominations, she was duly elected. Mrs. Willetts signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

3. Election of Vice Chairman Mrs.A. Willetts proposed seconded by Mrs. Bignell, that Mr.G.Caryer be elected 
Vice Chairman and, without further nominations, he was duly elected. 

4. To receive member's declarations of interest No interests were declared. 

5. Minutes The minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on the 10th March 2025 had been circulated and were therefore taken 
as read. It was proposed by Mr. Caryer seconded by Mrs. Bignell, to unanimous approval, that these minutes be signed by the 
Chairman as a true record. 

There were no matters arising. 

6. District Councillor's Report District Councillor Colin Hedgley's full report is published on the Parish Council's Web Site 
Home Page - Important Documents https://grundisburgh.suffolk.cloud/ 

Waste collections The bin collection problem in Half Moon Lane reported at the Parish Meeting has now been resolved. 

New Scout HO The Planning Application is now being investigated. An access issue will hopefully be resolved by a site visit. 
There are issues concerning the buildings impact on the landscape. The main problem is that the officer dealing with this case has 
been off work for some time plus there appears to be a problem with County Council Highways Department. 

Recycling of Small Electricals East Suffolk residents are urged to recycle their electricals as new kerbside collections roll out 
across the district. East Suffolk Council has unveiled its plans to introduce kerbside collections of small electrical items across the 
whole of East Suffolk. Collections will begin in the coming weeks with the hope that 120,000 households in the local community 
will get behind its drive to recycle their electricals. 

Devolution Suffolk's five District and Borough Councils are launching a county-wide survey asking people for their views on the 
future of vital local government services. 
The move comes as part of the government's Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) initiative which would see County, 
District and Borough Councils replaced and all their services delivered by one or more new unitary councils covering a specific 
area in the county. 

District and Borough Councils believe that Suffolk would be best served by more than one unitary council. They have submitted 
their interim report, which sets out the benefits of a multi-unitary model. In a letter sent earlier this month to all Suffolk Councils, 
the government offered clear encouragement for the Districts and Boroughs to continue developing their proposals. 

With this in mind, they are now seeking to further develop the best possible case for a multiple unitary solution in Suffolk, 
creating councils that are big enough to deliver, but local enough to care; councils that will be efficient and financially 
sustainable. 

This is the most dramatic change to local government in 50 years, and the Leaders of the Borough and District Councils are 
committed to ensuring that every community is involved in shaping the new councils and their services. 

As part of the wider engagement work the District and Borough Councils are carrying out, residents, businesses, community 
groups and other organisations can now have their say on what is important to them, in the areas in which they live and work. 

"Suffolk County Council has only one plan - to create a single mega-council, which we believe would be out of touch with 
communities and residents. It would cover a vast geographical area seeking to save as much money as possible, no matter how 
perilous the impact on local democracy, the quality of services provided or proper accountability where you live - whether it's 
Hadleigh, Sudbury, Bury St Edmunds, Stowmarket, Felixstowe, Lowestoft or Ipswich. 
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District Councillor's Report cont ... 
OrwelJ Bridge Essential maintenance work is starting in June to replace the two westbound expansion joints on the A 14 Orwell 
Bridge. The construction work is planned to start from Monday 16 June until August 2025, and will necessitate carriageway 
closures and diversions. 

Meet the officers and Councillors The bus will visit visiting the following venues this year .. 
14 May- Fromus Square, Saxmundham 
11 June - Lowestoft 
25 June - Kesgrave 
16 July - Beccles 
6 August - Felixstowe 
27 August - Southwold 
24 September - Framlingham 
All events are from 1 0am until 1 pm. 

Westerfield Ouany A Planning Application has still not been submitted. 

Elm Tree Farm & Baptist Chapel Planning Applications No progress to report on these applications. Shortage of staff and lack 
of information from applicants is causing delays. 

7. County Councillor's Report No report. 

8. Public Open Forum It was proposed by Mrs. Willetts seconded by Mr. Rankin, to unanimous approval, that the formal 
meeting be suspended and members of the public invited to address the meeting. 

The following issue was raised 

Basts Mr. Franklin complained that a draft letter to the owner of Basts he had submitted to the Parish Council had been ignored. 
He, supported by two members of the public present whose properties had been damaged by Storm Babet, expressed their 
concern that the work the new owners intended to carry out in clearing trees and roots blocking the Gull stream flowing though 
Basts were not be sufficient to prevent flooding from another Storm in the future. 

Mrs. Willetts said that on May 16th 2025 she met with Kaye Adams, the owner of Basts, to discuss the proposed work on the trees 
affecting the Gull adjacent to the pedestrian bridge on the bridle way. 
The Parish Council had obtained 2 quotes from tree surgeons Tree Frog and Westrup Contracting for work recommended by 
Mr. Franklin after his work on the land after Storm Babet. 
The previous owners of the land had done very little work on the water course over the years, and there had been no one living in 
the house for some time. 
The new owners, moved in on Christmas Eve 2024 giving permission for Mr Franklin to carry on his work. 
They have now taken over responsibility for the work ofrenovation of the whole site, improving the boundaries to make the site 
more secure, and improving drainage. 
The owners have copies of the 2 quotes to work on the trees, and intend to get further advice from Tree Frog's Tom Roberts as 
soon as possible. 

After a lengthy discussion Mr. Rankin proposed seconded by Mr. Dow that a letter should be sent to Basts owner informing them 
that 
"Mr. Paul Franklin, whop.· · · - lit\.-u. moving into Basts carried out a considerable amount of work clearing the Gull which runs 
through the property, the owners of two of the properties which were badly damaged by Storm Babet and some councillors 
expressed at this meeting their concern that the work they intend to do in clearing trees and roots blocking the stream should be 
sufficient to prevent flooding from another Storm Babet in the future. 
The Parish Council had obtained solutions/quotations from Tree Frog and Westrup Contracting which Mrs. Willetts had passed 
on to the owners .. 
Mr Franklin, the owners of the two properties and some councillors expressed their preference for Westrup Contracting's more 
comprehensive approach which they felt would give more immediate protection against flooding and asked for their concerns and 
worries to be forwarded to the owners, 
Should Basts owners, choose Westrup, which is more expensive than the Tree Frog's quotation, the Parish Council offers to make 
a contribution to the cost. 

Approved. 6 councillors voting for 1 councillor voted against and two councillors abstained. 
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9. Chapel Field development 
Lower Road Traffic Mitigation The Clerk had received a message from County Council Highways Officer Joshua White 
that he had scheduled a traffic survey to be installed in Lower Road on the 12th June to be collected on the 20th June. The data 
will follow shortly after. This data, will be compared with that collected in a survey conducted at the beginning of the 
development to determine what type of Traffic Mitigation needs to be installed. 

10. Flooding This item had been comprehensibly debated and actions agreed under Item 9. 

11. Annual Parish Meeting The meeting was enjoyable, with excellent presentations and refreshments although the attendance 
was disappointing. Mr. Dunnett complained that no questions were asked by members ot ulc public. It was explained that 
many villagers preferred to speak to councillors during refreshments rather that speaking in public. 

12. Planning Report 
12.l Applications approved by East Suffolk Council since last Parish Council meeting. 
DC/24/4569/FUL. Fenn Bungalow Lower Road Grundisburgh Woodbridge 
Demolition of existing garage and erection ofnew double garage. Works to the house including; take off existing roof and install 
new roof 800mm higher, demolition of existing extensions, new single-storey extension to rear and new entrance porch. 

DC/24/4038/FUL. The Brambles Woodbridge Road Grundisburgh 
Conversion of integral double garage to allow for utility room, cloakroom and storage space together with external changes 
including bricking up part of opening and insertion of a new window in place of garage door and a new door in place of an 
existing window and associated works. 

DC/25/0539/FUL. 39 Stoney Road Grundisburgh Construction of a front porch, single storey rear extension, including demolition 
of existing and additional rear window and window size alterations 

DC/24/3285/FUL Barn at Poplar Farm Charity Lane Grundisburgh. Conversion of agricultural barn to self-build dwellinghouse 
(following grant of planning permission under ref. DC/23/2452/P3Q). 

DC/24/3920/LBC. Poplar Farmhouse Bonds Comer Grundisburgh. Formation ofnew hipped roof porch to listed Poplar House. 

DC/25/1100/FUL Orchard House Park Road. Erection of external staircase and insertion of rootlights to facilitate conversion of 
first floor of garage to home office. 

12.2 No objections to TCA applications since the last Parish Council meeting. 
DC/25/0251/TCA. 27 Thomas Walls Close Grundisburgh 12 no. Mixed species (Tl-T12 on plan)- Crown reduce in height by up 
to 5 metres. 

DC/25/0622/TCA High Bank The Street Grundisburgh 
lno. Red oak (Tl on plan)- Overall crown reduction by 3 metres, and 4 metres on driveway side. Crown lift by 3 metres lno. 
Eucalyptus (T2 on plan) - Crown reduce by 6 metres lno. Pine (T3 on plan)- Fell 

DC/25/0591/TCA. Purbrook House The Green Grundisburgh 
1 no. Eucalyptus (marked red on plan) - Reduce left side lateral spread by up to 3 metres and balance 1 no. Rowan (marked blue on 
plan) - Fell lno. Acacia (marked yellow on plan) - Fell 

12.3 Applications Received since the last Parish Council meeting. 
DC/25/1601/TCA The Gables The Green Grundisburgh Mixed species (Tl, T2, T3, T5, T6 and T16 on plan)- Fell 

DC/25/0319/FUL Hill Farm, Hill Farm Road, Grundisburgh Conversion and alteration of barn to form self-build dwelling 

DC/25/0320/LBC Hill Farm Hill Farm Road Listed Building Consent - Conversion and alterati., ~fbam to form self build 
dwelling 

DC/25/0324/FUL Hill Farm, Hill Farm Road, Grundisburgh Conversion and alteration of barn to form self-build dwelling 

DC/25/0325/LBC Hill Farm, Hill Farm Road Listed Building Consent Conversion and alteration of barn to form self-build 
dwelling 

DC/25/1680/FUL 35 Stoney Road Demolition of existing single-storey living room and porch. Single and two storey extensions 
and alterations inclusive of additional solar panels, additional hard-standing/car parking, and replacement garden store structure. 
DC/25/1780/ ADN Field Adjacent B 1079 Opposite Junction With Lower Road Woodbridge Road, Non-Illuminated 
Advertisement Consent - Constructed from oak planking Field Adjacent B1079 1.8m x 0.7m. To be mounted on wooden posts. 
The top of the sign will be 2. lm high 

3 



Planning Report cont ... 
12.4 Applications still outstanding. 
DC/24/2113/TPO 5 Thomas Walls Close Grundisburgh. Al ofTPO No. 29 / 1987 lno. Hawthorn (Tl on plan)- Fell lno. 
Sycamore (T2 on plan) - Crown lift by removing six lowest branches back to trunk, and prune back upper side branches by 2 
metres over neighbours property 

DC/24/0031/FUL Elm Tree Farm, Wood Farm Road, Grundisburgh. Conversion of existing redundant agricultural buildings to 
provide four residential dwellings including the demolition of the large general-purpose barns, a silo and an additional covered 
storage building present on the site plus access and landscaping with associated private amenity space, parking and replacement 
cartlodges at the site. 

DC/24/1237/FUL Grundisburgh Baptist Chapel, Chapel Lane, Grundisburgh. Change of Use ofredundant building (class Fl (f) 
to create three dwellings (class C3) and associated landscaping. 
Comments sent 16th June, 2024 Highways still objecting to vehicular access 

DC/24/2708/FUL Land off Stoney Road Grund is burgh Change of use of the land for the proposed erection of a scout hall and use 
of the land for scouting activities. 

DC/24/3618/ARM Approval of Reserved Matters ofDC/22/1609/OUT­ 
Further comments sent 
4th January 2025. 
The opportunity to improve the Cranworth Close area for existing residents must not be lost by trying to cram the site. Parking is 
difficult, with vehicles already flooding over onto Stoney Road. Please do not spread the existing problems further. 
District Councillor Colin Hedgley Sent: 14 January 2025 11 :07 
To: Natalie Webb Subject: DC/24/3618/ ARM 
DC/24/3618/ARM Cranworth Close Grundisburgh. 
Dear Natalie, 
1. I would appreciate an update as to where this application is in the process. 
2. I am aware that the Parish Council has sent you another e mail of objection. 
3. As you can imagine the residents ofCranworth Close are getting anxious and are pressing me on the situation bearing in mind 
that I have requested that this be brought to the full planning committee. 
4. I also note that although my concern was posted in Nov 24 it does not appear to have elicited any sort ofresponse from the 
applicant which I had hoped it;:--:· ,-1" bearing in mind that it was the residents of the close that had been very vociferous in their 
objections. 
5. The car parking situation in Cranworth Close is not improving, in fact appears to be getting worse and (via hearsay) recently an 
ambulance could not gain access in order to transport a resident to hospital. 
6. I am more than happy for you to pass my concerns to the applicant should you see fit or the applicant contact you. 

Regards Colin 

As of 17th May no reply has been received from planners. 
After drawing attention to this application at the annual village meeting Colin Hedgley received an email from Daniel Salliss 
Biodiversity and Land Manager Flagship I quote 

Dear Councillor Hedgley, 
I am writing to let you know about Flagship's continued work to help nature recover in our communities - and to ask for your 
support in sharing this update with your councillors. 
We want the green spaces we manage to be places where flowers and wildlife can thrive, and where local people can enjoy being 
close to nature. Since 2023, we've been managing grassy areas in over 200 of our communities less intensively, allowing them to 
grow into meadows during the spring and summer. These spaces have already attracted twice as many species of wildflowers 
compared to regularly mown grass. 
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Planning Report cont ... 
Colin with Cranworth Close in mind wrote back 
Dear Daniel, Thank you for this e mail and the information. 
I am, normally, very supportive of recovering poor grassy areas and transforming them into something better. I have no doubt 
that this will be achieved in the three areas your mention. 
However, I am most concerned regarding a plot of land in Cranworth Close, Grundisburgh. (Adjacent IP l 3 6SZ) 
Somewhere in your organisation the policy appears to be that it should remain an open space for the enjoyment of local (i. e 
Cranworth Close) Flagship residents. 
However, they have made it abundantly clear both to me personally and at a public meeting held in Grundisburgh Parish rooms 
that they would prefer it made into a car parking area. 

1. When every resident is at home, which is more often than not, the parked cars in the road make Cranworth Close impassable. 
2. Elderly residents have difficulty accessing their own front doors because their own transport has to be left in another road. 
3. An ambulance, recently, could not gain access to a very senior lady who needed assistance. 
4. "We all have gardens we do not need more grass" Their words not mine. 
5. "We want room to park our cars off road." Again from the residents. 
6. The residents have the full support of the Parish Council and its Chairman Cllr Ann Willetts 

Could you please use your good offices and lobby your colleagues to consider the cries of Cranworth Close residents? Or pass 
this e mail to the relevant manager. 
Regards 
Colin Hedgley- District Councillor for Car/ford Ward 

Do you think a letter or email follow up from the PC would help? 
I know you don't like petitions but how about a letter signed by residents of Cranworth Close 
I certainly think a letter from the PC would be helpful also stating that you held a "mass" meeting of residents. Colin 

Mrs. Willetts will write to the Local Authority and Flagship particularly quoting Colin's unanswered questions and the words of 
exiting residents to try even harder to get this proposal reduced to 4 properties and increased parking on the piece of unused land 
they seem to think will be used to put deck chairs on. 

DC/25/0546/FUL Meadowside Woodbridge Road Grundisburgh. 
1.5 storey side extension and replacement cartlodge/outbuilding. Mrs Willetts reported that this application had been approved 
since she wrote the report. 

DC/24/4253/FUL_ Otley College Of Agriculture And Horticulture Charity Lane Otley Suffolk HGV training facility for Otley 
College for HGV's up to 18.75m. 
The main access to Otley College, for students and staff, situated as it is at the junction of Charity Lane with the B 1078 is not 
ideal in terms of 21st century vehicle use. To add an access to an HGV training centre flies in the face of all recognised common 
sense. Charity Lane is recognised by Highways as Unsuitable for HG V's how then can adding a HGV training centre to the 
equation not be detrimental to Highway safety? 
The effect on local residents will be unacceptable and the cumulative impacts on the local road network will be severe, 
particularly given the recent rise in the number of HG V's noted by parishioners. 
Any new HGV training centre must have direct access onto an A road not a struggling country lane. 
A highways officer stated in his reply to Parish Councillor Mike Han-is that " It is recognised that proposals seek to utilise 
existing storage area at Otley College as a HGV training centre. The development is accessed from Charity Lane from the B/078, 
of which forms part ofSCC's Lorry Route Network and is considered suitable for HGV movement." 
The B 1078 may be "part of SCC's Lorry Route Network" but Charity Lane, the direct access to the training centre, certainly is not 
and totally unsuitable. 
Do Highways ever visit these sites before they comment? 

On 8th April 202 5 County Council as Highway Authority make the following comments: Following the submission of additional 
information since December 2024, it is recommended that the below condition and note be included upon any approval given for 
this proposal. The previous recommended conditions (within response dated 19 December 2024) remain applicable.: Condition: 
All HG VILG V traffic movements to and from the site shall be in accordance with the submitted document namely 'TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT STATEMENT, Rev. P04 '. No HGV/LGV movements shall be permitted to and from the site other than in 
accordance with the routes defined in the statement. In addition, the maximum number of trips associated with this proposal shall 
be limited to six two-way trips per day. The college shall maintain a register of complaints and a record of actions taken to deal 
with such complaints. 
Reason: In the interests of highway safety, to reduce and/or remove as far as is reasonably possible the effects of HGV/LGV 
traffic in sensitive areas. 
How can this be policed. it just shows that the Highway Authority are expecting breaches but are unwilling to admit that the 
access is unsafe. 
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